AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2018

Dear Parents, Carers and Staff,

December is always a very busy month in school and if we can keep any illness at bay, it is very enjoyable too.
There have been a few trips out to see Santa and his reindeers’ – always a favourite! Some children have also
experienced a Winter Wonderland experience kindly provided by Woodlarks. I have seen lots of letters written
to Father Christmas and it has been a great opportunity to practise literacy skills.
We would like to express our grateful thanks to The Friends of The Ridgeway for the hard work and
commitment that they put in to make the recent Christmas Fayre such a success. They have provided a
Christmas present for each child in the school and this has happened for as long as I (Jayne) can remember and
that is a very long time indeed! The children will also be receiving a present from the generous listeners of
Eagle radio. Steph and I will take the minibus next week over to Guildford to collect a selection of appropriate
gifts for the class teachers to choose from. In addition to the Christmas Fayre, one of our parents ran a quiz
night raising just over one and a half thousand pounds, fantastic!
Our new children and staff members have settled in well and seem to be enjoying life at The Ridgeway. There is
great excitement building up to the Christmas productions as we wonder who will make it to the stage – or not –
this year. The dress rehearsal will be filmed and copies of the DVD will be on sale from the school office.
Earlier in the term we had a live pantomime performance in our school hall. It was ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ and
it went down very well. It’s good to give our children an experience of theatre in a ‘safe and familiar
environment’, hopefully preparing them for actual theatre performances.
We have had a curriculum focus week organised by the Sciences Faculty. It was an opportunity to explore our
new ‘Cleverboards’. We also held our Autumn Term Day of Independence, which is always interesting when
we realise sometimes that our children can do much more than we thought without help and they expect too
much help for other activities.
One of the reasons that we place so much emphasis on the promotion of independence is that we know it has a
positive effect on raising self-esteem, thus helping to maintain good mental health. In school we have been
mindful for a number of years of the importance of having good mental health and we know that this is a
growing problem in society in general. We hope that next term we will be ready to hold a half day’s training on
how we promote good mental health in school and how we can measure the effectiveness of our interventions.
Do look out for this being advertised if you would be interested in the training session. There will be no charge
for parents and carers.

We hope that you have had a chance to look at our newly refreshed website and that you are finding your way
around it. We will be posting snippets of news regularly so do take a look when you get a chance. Lots of work
has been happening behind the scenes on our new assessment tool, COMPAS. Hopefully by the end of the
Spring Term you will be able to log-in to see how your child is progressing, in the meantime we will log in with
you at Parents evening. Also please look out for the ‘Chat Café’ events, a letter went out last week and this is a
new idea to provide families with the chance to come in and discuss and find solutions to some of the many
issues we face in supporting all of our children. Chat Café is being organised jointly by our new Family Link
Worker, Chelsea Loynes and Additional provision Lead, Dane Norris, I know they are looking forward to
learning and finding solution together with you.
We hope to see some of you at our end of term celebrations and I do hope that you all have a peaceful, restful
and healthy holiday and thank you all again for all your support.
With our very best wishes for Christmas and the New Year,
Darryl & Jayne

College Newsletter
This term we were very pleased to welcome five new students to college.
Sam, Zac, Samantha, William and Daisy have all settled in really well with us
and we have had a lovely first term together. We started off the year with a
team building exercise, we went to Farnborough to bowl and have

MacDonalds.

Thursdays have been very busy, Zac, Samantha and William have continued
to attend Alton College, Sam, Daisy and Charlie have been planning,
shopping for and preparing their own lunch.

Nathan and Abbi have been going to the Clock House kitchen in Milford for
work experience.

And Charlie has been working hard helping out at Sue Ryder. Whilst at work
experience they have been practicing following instructions, initiating
routines and being independent.

Some of the students have been getting fit in the gym, they have been
working hard on each piece of equipment to get fitter.

We have all enjoyed preparing for our Christmas production, it’s been fun
working together to rehearse and to make props.

The students and staff at the College would like to wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and a very Happy 2019.

A2 Autumn newsletter.
Welcome back A2. Linking in with our themes for this term we went on a little journey and visited Africa. We
enjoyed our drumming session, making our own music and trying on the robes.

We have made some delicious treats and enjoyed some science experiments too.

C2 Newsletter
In C2 we have been learning about Egypt. We explored pyramids, dressed
up as Egyptians and painted hieroglyphics.

We enjoyed going into the sensory garden to look at the different leaves.

In cooking we have made lots of different dishes. We made African curry,
Mahlab – Egyptian bread, pumpkin soup and Christmas spicy buns.

We had our 2nd work share for parents. We made Christmas spicy buns. It

was lots of fun!
We had a trip to Woodlarks to see the Elves, snowman and Father Christmas. We

hope you have a very happy Christmas
and see you in 2019
Love from
C2 xx

C1 Autumn Newsletter

C1 have been exploring our topic of Countries, Cultures and
Festivals this term. We have enjoyed learning about
Africa and had fun listening to our story “Handa’s Hen”

In cooking, we have explored
textures and smells whilst making
pumpkin spiced biscuits and
chickpea curry.
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We made lava lamps during science week and explored lots
of spooky and messy sensory materials as part of our Halloween story.

We had lots of fun on our trip to the garden centre. We
looked at the Christmas decorations and lights as well as
stopping off at the café for

lunch.

We
hope
you
have a
lovely Christmas and
look forward to seeing
you next year for more
fun in C1!

S3 Newsletter
In S3 this term we have been learning to use working together and
planning skills to carry out our recycling work experience jobs.
We take turns to pull the full bags out and put a new empty bag in.
We are trying to remember to check that all the bins have been
emptied.
We have been working towards our ASDAN personal progress qualification during Food Technology by learning
to make drinks and snacks with greater independence.
In R.E. we have been learning to use remembering skills to talk about
the special foods we have explored, that are eaten during religious
festivals such as Diwali, Rosh Hashanah and Passover

Also this term we have been learning about hygiene skills, and
how to stay safe. We have been learning how to clean and
check our faces, and also how to clean our hands properly after
we’ve finished.

We have been getting into the Christmas festive mood by designing cards and decorations
using our Imagining and planning skills. We have also been
improving our theatrical skills practicing for our Christmas
play, The Grinch.

This Autumn term has been very busy and exciting in S2. We’ve been working on getting
to know each other and using a lot of our thinking skills and developing teamwork to
complete activities with our friends. Our theme has been ‘Countries, Cultures and
Festivals’ and we have loved finding out about different countries and religious
celebrations from all around the world. Below are three of our favourite activities from
this term.
Active Maths – This half term we have become very good at reviewing our work,
especially when checking that we have accurately counted. We enjoy Active Maths each
week in the hall, running to collect objects or numbers, we often don’t even realise that
we are in a maths lesson!

Travelling around the world – We have loved being globe trotters and visiting many
different countries around the world. We have used our exploring skills when travelling
to the countries, learning about different clothing, buildings and food. We then had to
use our planning skills to plan our own recipes and write shopping lists for trips to
Sainsburys in order to purchase the ingredients we need. We have travelled to France,
Australia, India and Japan.

Festivals – whilst travelling around the world we have used our working together skills
to learn about different religious and cultural festivals. We particularly enjoyed

learning about the Mexican Festival ‘Dia de Los Muertos’ or ‘Day of the Dead’. We have
also learnt about Sukkot, Rosh Hashanah, Guy Fawkes, Thanksgiving and many more.

S1
Autumn Term Newsletter 2018
It has been a very busy and speedy term in S1 this Autumn. We have all be working hard
on lots of fun activities. In humanities we have explored different countries, their
cultures and art. We have enjoyed producing Australian Dot Art and then Rangoli
patterns when we explored India. We have also created some lovely Japanese cherry
trees or ‘Sakura’ pictures. In food technology we have also explored food from around
the world such as Damper bread from Australia and vegetable curry.
Many of our students continue to work hard and exercise hard in our lunchtime football
and hockey clubs whilst others are really developing their Makaton and singing during
the weekly Singing Signing choir.
Of course we have continued to work hard to develop our literacy skills and it is lovely
to see how much our students are enjoying sharing their reading books.
On Friday afternoons some of our students attend Rock Challenge rehearsals and we are
very excited as we approach the performance in Guildford in February.
We celebrated the end of term by visiting Forest Lodge Garden Centre where we had
fun admiring the trees, lights and trains. The students were able to order a drink and
something to eat in the café, choosing and paying for their snacks as independently as
possible. We went on to choose some new plants for the front of school. Our students
conducted themselves very well indeed during this outing and we were very proud of
them.
May we take this opportunity to wish you all a Very happy Christmas and New Year.

Martina & Team

POCKET MONEY
Pocket money for junior and senior school is £2.50 per week. This money goes towards extra materials for curriculum activities, petrol for our mini-bus and the students’ break-time snacks.
For those who prefer to pay by the half term or term details are given below.
Please make cheques payable to The Ridgeway School.
First half term:

Second half term

Full term:

7 January 2019 – 15 February 2019
6 weeks @ £2.50 per week

£15.00

25 February 2019 – 5 April 2019
6 weeks @ £2.50 per week

£15.00

7 January 2019 – 5 April 2019
12 weeks @ £2.50 per week

£30.00

SCHOOL UNIFORM
The new school uniform will be compulsory from September 2019 and is now available to
order from Stitch Design online website www.stitchdesign.co.uk. You will need The
Ridgeway School postcode which is GU9 8HB to enable you to register as a parent.
Should you have any queries, please do contact Stitch Design directly
Uniform Requirements
The Ridgeway School uniform is for all pupils in the school from Reception up to Year 11. FE (Further
Education) students are not required to wear uniform. The uniform is optional for nursery pupils.
Reception to Year 6 – PRIMARY Uniform

Year 7 to Year 11 – SECONDARY Uniform

Uniform:
 Black skirt/skort
 Black Trousers
 Pale blue polo shirt with school logo.
 Royal blue sweatshirt or cardigan with school
logo
 Blue & white checked dress in the summer term

Uniform:
 Black skirt/skort
 Black Trousers
 Grey polo shirt with school logo.
 Black sweatshirt or cardigan with school
logo

PE Kit:
 White T-Shirt (with or without school logo)
 Black Sports shorts

PE Kit:
 White T-Shirt (with or without school
logo)
 Black Sports shorts

Optional bags:
 Blue swimming bag with logo
 Blue backpack with logo

Optional bags:
 Black PE/swimming bag with logo
 Black backpack with logo

Other optional items:
 Blue knitted hat with logo
 Blue coat (no logo)
 Summer cap/legionnaires hat

Other optional items:
 Black knitted hat with logo
 Black coat (no logo)
 Summer cap/legionnaires hat

Register and place your order at www.stitchdesign.co.uk
You will need your school’s postcode – GU9 8HB

Back to School Special*
Order Before: 04/01/2018
Then

Collect From: 31/01/2019
*If you pay for Standard Home Delivery your order will be dispatched at least a week before this
date

Order Before: 04/01/2019
Then

< Spring >
< Term >

Collect from: 31/01/2019
Order Before: 07/04/2019
Then

Order Before: 10/02/2019
Then
Collect from: 07/03/2019

< Summer >
< Term >
VV

Order Before: 09/05/2019
Then
Collect from: 06/06/2019

Collect from: 02/05/2019

Order Before: 18/06/2019
Then
Collect from: 18/07/2019
If you require orders outside these scheduled dates you should choose the FastTrack Delivery option
A £5 surcharge will apply
If you are unable to order online please collect an order form from your school
If you have any other problems, then please contact Stitch Design directly
www.stitchdesign.co.uk
online@stitchdesign.co.uk

SCHOOL LUNCHES

The school has now changed its caterer and all our food is being provided by Innovate and the cost
per meal is £2.30 per day for all pupils.
All parents who are already registered with Innovate do not need to re-register for September 2018.
All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are still entitled to Universal Free School Meals, however
parents/carers will still need to register with Innovate online and order their child's choice of meal a week in advance.
Any pupils on Free School Meals will also need to register with Innovate online and order their child's meals a week in
advance, however no payment will be required.
Parents will be able to view menu and order meals for January term from now and Innovate will send reminders via text to
all parents who have registered with them before term starts.

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
Children whose parents are in receipt of the following ‘support’ payments will be eligible to receive free school
meals:










Universal Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400
Income Support (IS)
Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA)
Support under part V1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
The Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit
Child Tax Credit provided that their annual income is less than £16,190 (as assessed by Her
Majesties Revenue and Customs) and they are not in receipt of Working Tax Credit.
Income Related Employment Support Allowance
Children who receive any of the qualifying benefits listed above in their own right are also
eligible to receive free school meals.
Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax
Credit

If your child currently receives free school meals a letter will be sent out at the start of each academic year with a
form to be completed. It is important that this is returned promptly to ensure that the free entitlement continues
for your child.
However, if you are not receiving free school meals at present but qualify for them, please return the slip below
so that a form can be sent home for completion. Free school lunch entitlement can only start once the completed
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------Child’s name: …………………………………………..……….

Class: ……………………………

Please send me an application form for free school meals
Signed: …………………………………………………

Date: …………………………

Please find below the Innovate leaflet and details on how to register, order and pay for meals online directly with Innovate
for any parents/carers who may wish their child to start school meals in September 2018. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Innovate direct by email primary@innovatefood.co.uk or ring 0845 494 0005 for assist

A message from ‘The Friends’
A huge thank you to all those who helped plan, organise, set-up, run and clear away the
fayre and to all those who came along on the day. We have raised a great amount for the
school which is brilliant. Another huge thank you to Helen Sharp and her students for
not just helping at the fayre but also holding a quiz night in aid of the Friends. Thank
you everyone!

Christmas Fayre - £2279.33
Parent Quiz at Godalming College - £1509.55
An amazing amount raised for the school!

Autumn/Winter Term News

White Class
At the start of this Academic Year, we welcomed several new children to the School and 4 of them joined us in
White Class. One to the highlights during their first term was our Day of Independence so we decided we
would participate in a Dressing Up Session. As you can see from the pictures they all threw themselves into the
activity with lots of enthusiasm and displayed their dressing skills.

Outside Water Activities
As the weather was so lovely and hot in October we decided to take out learning outside and explore quantity
using various containers of different sizes and shape. There were also trays with marine creatures for us to
play with and learn about. We all got very wet which was great fun and we made the most of the sunshine.

Amazing Autumn!
Blue Class have been busy exploring autumn, so we spent a sunny autumnal
morning outside harvesting our own fruit and vegetables. We explored all the
different fruit and veg beginning with our letter of the week – ‘P’ – we discovered
quite a few including pumpkins, pineapples, plums, parsnips, pears, potatoes,
peppers and peas!

Christmas Countdown!
On Wednesday 12th December, Blue Class went to visit Father Christmas and
some of his reindeer at a small farm up the road. Everyone was very excited
about the trip (especially the staff!) and we all enjoyed meeting Father
Christmas. His elves had been teaching him some Makaton, and he greeted us by
signing ‘good morning’. He even gave us an early Christmas present each!

Yellow Class Newsletter

This term Yellow Class have been talking about Day and Night. We all had
fun exploring what we see in the day and night. We had a shadow puppet
show and investigated how to make our own shadows.

During Computing we have been using our looking and listening so we can
improve our maths skills and have been using cause and effect programs.

We have been using our independent life skills to make some lovely goodies
in Cooking.
Yellow Class would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year

Orange Class News
In Humanities this term we have enjoyed reading the book “Granny
Goes to Market.” We have explored the different countries she visited making food from these countries and learning where they are
on the map of the World. We used our imaginations and made Australia’s Suspension Bridge from dried spaghetti and marshmallows
we also made boomerangs. We made enchiladas from Mexico and
Russia.

We had a fun Arts and Crafts morning with some of our parents
creating Christmas decorations and listening to Christmas music
and eating a few mince pies and sausage rolls. A fun time was had
by all.

Green Class Autumn Term
2018

In science this term we have been learning
about solids, liquids and gases. We have been
creating experiments to see what happens in
these experiments . Everyone has been using
their predicting skills to predict what may
happen.

We also spent time in humanities learning about different
countries around the world. We made our own bridges out of
spaghetti and marshmallows.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
SPRING TERM 2019

Monday 7 January

Start of term for pupils/students and nursery

Monday 4 February

ASD Training

Monday 4 February

Curriculum Focus Week – Humanities Faculty

Tuesday 5 February

INSET Twilight 4.00p – 6.30pm

Friday 15 February

Break up for half term at 2.15 pm

Monday 25 February

Return after half term

Monday 4 March

Closure for Staff Training (+SNAs)

Tuesday 5 March

Independence Day

Thursday 28 March

Parents Evening – 4.00 pm – 6.00 pm

Friday 5 April

Easter Service 10.30am

Friday 5 April

Break up for Easter Holidays at 2.15pm

Tuesday 23 April

Start of term for pupils/students and nursery

SCHOOL CALENDAR 2018/19

Spring Term 2019
Term starts
Half-term holiday starts
Half-term holiday finishes
Term ends – finish time 2.15 pm

Monday 7 January
Monday 18 February
Friday 22 February
Friday 5 April

Summer Term
Term starts
Half-term holiday starts
Half-term holiday finishes
Term ends – finish time 2.15 pm

Tuesday 23 April
Monday 27 May
Friday 31 May
Friday 19 July

IMPORTANT: Please note below the following dates when the children are not in school:

IN SERVICE TRAINING DAYS
Monday 4 March 2019
Monday 3 June 2019
MAY BANK HOLIDAY
Monday 6 May 2019
SCHOOL DAY
Main school and

Monday – Thursday 8.50 am – 3.15 pm and Fri 8.50 am – 2.15 pm

FE Unit:

Monday – Thursday 9.00 am – 3.15 pm and Fri 8.50 am – 2.15 pm

Nursery:

Morning session: Monday – Friday - 8.50 am – 11.50 am
Afternoon session: Monday – Thursday - 12.50 pm - 3.15 pm

