Autumn 2020
Dear Parents, Carers and Staff,
Christmas lights brighten up the canopy, children are bustling down corridors, sounds of rustling
costumes, loudly whispered staff prompts and trails of glitter festoon the carpets. It is that time of
year! In the midst of all our bubble arrangements, mask muffled conversations and alcohol
moisturised hands, it is lovely to see big grins and excited expressions as, despite everything, there is
still a very tangible magic to this time of year.
It really doesn’t seem more than a week or so since we returned, but again, it has been a term like no
other. I thought I would sum it up with a version of the 12 day of Christmas, for which I hope you will
excuse my failings as a writer of lyrics.
12 Risk Assessments
11 Guidance updates
10 Covid Tests
9 Hand washes hourly
8 Alcohol wipes
7 Squirts of hand gel
6 Calls to Public Health England
5 Deep cleans
4 Bubble closures
3 Local Tiers
2 Remote Learning offers
And in the middle of all this, the best part, time teaching the children.*
I know, the last line doesn’t rhyme, but being able to work with the children is what holds us all
together and just makes everything worthwhile.
I’m looking forward to next term, as we have the vaccine being rolled out, and with that, the chance
to plan our way back to normal (whatever that turns out to be) and wonder whether we will have a
third lockdown….However, the real pleasure will be discovering what our staff will pull out of the hat
next. So far we’ve had a remote learning offer, virtual assemblies, videoed performances and, despite
everything, a determination to make learning fun every single day.
* There may also have been a fair bit of browsing in the chocolate, cake and beverage aisles in the 12
days verse. I hope you get a moment to indulge yourselves a little and may I also thank everyone for
their hard work, collaboration and support. I hope you have a very enjoyable, if quieter Christmas,
and I look forward to welcoming everyone back in good health for the New Year. To 2021.

Thank you, Darryl

FE Newsletter – Autumn term 2020
Although it has been a very different term for everyone, the FE students have
all coped exceptionally well with the changes. We have been so happy to all be
back together again, firstly in ‘The View’ at school and then when we moved back
to College. We have been pleased to welcome two new members to our class.
Everyone has settled back into College at Farnham College really well and have
adjusted to the new routines.
We have learnt to do hand washing at the beginning and end of every lesson as
well as all the usual times for good hand hygiene. We play and dance together
but we respect personal space and make sure we are socially distancing.

Whist we are unable to safely access our usually offsite curriculum it has given
us an opportunity to take part in lesson we wouldn’t usually do. We have been
developing our ability to follow instructions and take part in less familiar lessons
such as art and DT.

We have still be able to take part in some of our usually offsite lessons, just in
our classroom. We all continue to enjoy Pilates and are working on following
instructions and improving our balance. We have also had extra time to do more
PSHE and develop our leisure skills.

We were pleasede when Tandridge Brass Band started up again and everyone
has worked hard on their instrument playing skills. We were very proud when
one of our pupils was presented with the Tandridge cup for his efforts last
year.

This half term we wrote our Christmas play in English. We then spent a lot of
time working with Angie from Employability- Surrey Choices rehearsing and
filming our Christmas play. We all had a lot of fun and look forward to being able
to share the performance with our families.

We are very much looking forward to the new year and hopefully more
opportunities to safely access some of our offsite activities.
Merry Christmas from all of us in FE.

A2 Newsletter Autumn Term 2020
We have been working very hard this term and have enjoyed our
story of Joseph and his Technicoloured Dream coat. We have been
dressing up, acting out the story, and decorated our own
Technicolour coat. We have been using our working together and
imagining skills. We have also been working on our independence
throughout this
term to make our
own snacks.

Merry Christmas
from the A2
team.

A1 have been really busy this term, we’ve been learning lots about Egypt
and China. We’ve been listening to lots of sensory stories, doing lots of
dressing up and having loads of fun. As part of our learning we’ve been
exploring lots of textures and have tried lots of different kinds of foods.

We’ve been
enjoying the
Active Floor in
the hall.
We’ve really
enjoyed
exploring the
new swing!
Rebound Therapy
has been a big
favourite.

We had a lot of fun
making our Harvest and
Christmas videos.

In science, we have been investigating and sorting different materials.

In PSHE we have been exploring
and identifying our emotions.
We have used calming buckets
to develop effective strategies
to manage our emotions.

S2 used their working together skills to create a
remembrance wreath.

We have used our imagining and
investigating skills to explore different
Ancient Civilisations. These have included
the Greeks, Romans, Stone Age and
Egyptians

We dressed as Roman
soldiers.

In maths we investigated
different capacities.

We used our explaining skills to give an opinion on Greek food.

We have been
improving our number
skills

S1 Autumn Newsletter

Despite a very different autumn term this year, we have had a busy, hardworking and
enjoyable term in S1. We have been learning all about early civilisations and have
discovered lots of facts about the ancient Egyptians, Romans, Greeks and the
Stoneage. In food technology, we developed important skills through baking products
such as bread and scones as well as pastry ‘Mummies’, tortilla pizza and banana muffins.
During this time we have taken part in Humanities week and day of Independence.
Our students have continued to build positive peer working and play relationships both
in our own bubble and when we have been able to safely ‘bubble up’ with other classes.
In early September we welcomed Hannah to our class. As most of you will know, Hannah
is our trainee teacher and she has been teaching some lessons to our students. Hannah
will go to her mainstream placement for the spring term before returning to us in the
summer. We wish Hannah well on her placement. Some of our students have been homeschooled at times during this term. We have enjoyed seeing many photos of the
wonderful work which they have produced whilst at home. Well done to those students.
We have had such a lot of fun filming our Christmas performance with S2. This year we
have produced ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. The students have worked extremely
hard in their various roles and we are sure that you will enjoy watching it together very
shortly.
We are pleased to say that we have been able to continue with our secondary
assemblies over TEAMS and our students have enjoyed seeing each other on the big
screen. The anticipation surrounding who will be ‘Student of the Week’ is always high.
We are looking forward to the spring term when we will continue to focus on providing
opportunities for our students to develop their communication and independence skills.
Lots of engaging activities have been uploaded onto the virtual learning platform which
you can still access.

The team and I would like to wish you all a Very Happy & Safe Christmas and a peaceful
2020. Thank you for all your support.

Martina

POCKET MONEY

Pocket money for junior and senior school is £2.50 per week. This money goes towards extra
materials for curriculum activities, petrol for our mini-bus and the students’ break-time snacks.
For those who prefer to pay by the half term or term details are given below. Online payment
would be preferable via Parentmail
Instructions for paying pocket money via ParentMail
1.
2.
3.
4.

Log in to your Parent Mail account
Select the payments option
At the bottom of the screen select the shop option
Select the pocket money option appropriate for you

If you have any queries please call the School Office 01252 724562 or email annb@ridgeway.co.uk

First half term: 4 January 2021 – 12 February 2021
6 weeks @ £2.50 per week
Second half term

Full term:

£15.00

23 February 2021 – 01 April 2021
6 weeks @ £2.50 per week

£15.00

4 January 2021 – 01 April 2021
12 weeks @ £2.50 per week

£30.00

SCHOOL UNIFORM

The new school uniform is compulsory and available to order from Stitch Design online website
www.stitchdesign.co.uk. You will need The Ridgeway School postcode which is GU9 8HB to enable
you to register as a parent. Should you have any queries, please do contact Stitch Design directly
Uniform Requirements - The Ridgeway School uniform is for all pupils in the school from Reception
up to Year 11. FE (Further Education) students are not required to wear uniform. The uniform is
optional for nursery pupils.
Reception to Year 6 – PRIMARY Uniform

Year 7 to Year 11 – SECONDARY Uniform

Uniform:

Uniform:

•
•
•
•

Black skirt/skort
• Black skirt/skort
Black Trousers
• Black Trousers
Pale blue polo shirt with school logo.
• Grey polo shirt with school logo.
Royal blue sweatshirt or cardigan with school
• Black sweatshirt or cardigan with school logo
logo
PE Kit:
• Blue & white checked dress in the summer term
• White T-Shirt (with or without school logo)
PE Kit:
• Black Sports shorts
• White T-Shirt (with or without school logo)
Optional bags:
• Black Sports shorts
• Black PE/swimming bag with logo
Optional bags:
• Black backpack with logo
• Blue swimming bag with logo
• Blue backpack with logo
Other optional items:
Other optional items:
•
•
•

Blue knitted hat with logo
Blue coat (no logo)
Summer cap/legionnaires hat

•
•
•

Black knitted hat with logo
Black coat (no logo)
Summer cap/legionnaires hat

Register and place your order at www.stitchdesign.co.uk
You will need your school’s postcode – GU9 8HB

Place your order before
the
9th and 24th of EVERY
month
When placing an order, you can opt to collect from school at no extra charge,
or have it delivered to an address of your choosing for a delivery fee.

If you are unable to order online please collect an order form from your school
If you have any other problems, then please contact Stitch Design directly
www.stitchdesign.co.uk
online@stitchdesign.co.uk

SCHOOL LUNCHES
The school has now changed its caterer and all our food is being provided by Innovate and the cost
per meal is £2.30 per day for all pupils.
All parents who are already registered with Innovate do not need to re-register for January 2021.
All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are still entitled to Universal Free School Meals, however
parents/carers will still need to register with Innovate online and order their child's choice of meal a week in
advance.
Any pupils on Free School Meals will also need to register with Innovate online and order their child's meals a
week in
advance, however no payment will be required.
Parents will be able to view menu and order meals for September term from now and Innovate will send
reminders via text to all parents who have registered with them before term starts.

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
Children whose parents are in receipt of the following ‘support’ payments will be eligible to receive free school
meals:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Universal Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400
Income Support (IS)
Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA)
Support under part V1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
The Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit
Child Tax Credit provided that their annual income is less than £16,190 (as assessed by Her
Majesties Revenue and Customs) and they are not in receipt of Working Tax Credit.
Income Related Employment Support Allowance
Children who receive any of the qualifying benefits listed above in their own right are also
eligible to receive free school meals.
Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax
Credit

If your child currently receives free school meals a letter will be sent out at the start of each academic year with
a form to be completed. It is important that this is returned promptly to ensure that the free entitlement
continues for your child.
However, if you are not receiving free school meals at present but qualify for them, please return the slip below
so that a form can be sent home for completion. Free school lunch entitlement can only start once the completed
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Child’s name: …………………………………………..……….

Class: ……………………………

Please send me an application form for free school meals
Signed: ………………………………………………… Date: …………………………

Please find below the Innovate leaflet and details on how to register, order and pay for meals online directly
with Innovate for any parents/carers who may wish their child to start school meals in January 2021. If you
have any questions or concerns, please contact Innovate direct by email primary@innovatefood.co.uk or ring
0845 494 0005 for assist

White Class Newsletter
White class had an exciting start to the term with 5 new
students starting school for the first time. They have all
settled in well.

White class started off the term by exploring dough to make
Hedgehog bread rolls for Harvest.

We took part in a community art project to decorate clay
bricks for an Art installation for Farnham Craft Month. We
had fun carving and sculpting patterns into the clay.

We had fun exploring Autumn and Halloween with pumpkins
and playing together in the leaves.

We ended the term working together to make lots of
Christmas crafts.

White class would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas

Blue class
Newsletter
Blue class have had a great term. There was much excitement at the delivery of
a pirate ship. The children have amazing imagination, Blue class have set sail to
many islands, found treasure and captured prisoners!

We have done many science experiments and learnt how different liquids
react; we are now great at predicting what might happen.

In Blue class, we enjoy working together as well as playing with our friends; we
all share in each other’s achievements.

We love cooking and hope you have enjoyed some of our creations

We were so excited when Tess brought a big box in filled with new dressing up
clothes and we all turned into our favourite characters.

We are fabulous dancers and have had lots of fun perfecting our moves with
Tracy the dance teacher.

Happy Christmas from Blue Class

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
SPRING TERM 2021
Monday 4 Jan

Start of term for pupils/students and nursery.

Monday 8 Feb

Curriculum Focus Week

Friday 12 Feb

Break up for half term at 2.15pm

Monday 22 Feb

INSET DAY – Training for staff (closed to pupils)

Tuesday 23 Feb

*Children return back after half term break

Friday 26 Feb

Independence Day

Wednesday 24 Mar

Parents Evening 4.00pm – 6.00pm

Thursday 25 Mar

Parents Evening 4.00pm – 6.00pm

Friday 1 Apr

School Easter Service – 10.30am

Friday 1 Apr

Last Day of term – 2.15pm

*Please note this change in date

SCHOOL CALENDAR 2021
Spring Term 2021
Term starts
Half-term holiday starts
Half-term holiday finishes
Term ends – finish time 2.15 pm

Monday 4 January
Monday 15 February
Monday 22 February
Thursday 1 April

Summer Term 2021
Term starts
Half-term holiday starts
Half-term holiday finishes
Term ends – finish time 2.15 pm

Monday 19 April
Monday 31 May
Friday 4 June
Friday 16 July

IMPORTANT: Please note below the following dates when the children are not in school:

++IN SERVICE TRAINING DAYS
Monday 22 February 2021
MAY BANK HOLIDAY
Monday 3 May 2021
SCHOOL DAY
Main school and
FE Unit:

Monday – Thursday 8.50 am – 3.15 pm and Fri 8.50 am – 2.15 pm
Monday – Thursday 9.00 am – 3.15 pm and Fri 8.50 am – 2.15 pm

Nursery:

Morning session: Monday – Friday - 8.50 am – 11.50 am
Afternoon session: Monday – Thursday - 12.50 pm - 3.15 pm

