SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2021

Dear Parents, Carers and Staff,
Every term brings events and activities to celebrate. This term has been no different, however there
has been one event that has affected each and everyone of us in the school community very deeply.
Towards the end of April, we put up banners, blew up balloons and marked a significant birthday for
Adel Rigden. The following week, Adel became unwell, and as you know, she died peacefully just a
month later. Our thoughts and prayers are with her family.
Adel was also part of The Ridgeway Family for thirty-three years. Of course, this is an extremely sad
event, but it is also a chance to reflect on the good fortune of children, parents and staff who have
been the beneficiaries of one of the most superb teachers and individuals that I have had the joy of
working with.
Adel’s passion was in early years and the educational development of children with learning
difficulties. Whilst on the surface unassuming, in the classroom she created a world of adventure,
exploration and discovery where learning came alive for each child. Each year started with a new
group of those Adel referred to as ‘busy little people,’ and one could only marvel at the transformation
she wove across the year, capturing imaginations and interests such that as the year progressed, her
busy little people were focussed, learning and the magic she created, once again, set in place the
foundations for the achievements the children would make throughout their school lives.
We have received so many messages, cards and emails from staff, families and external professionals,
all of whom mention her welcome, her kindness and the time she gave each of them, freely and
without fanfare, giving support in whatever manner she could. They also mention her legendary
singing. Never has one song had so many tunes, in so many keys and pitches. They recall the intensity
of those blue eyes and her determination, even stubbornness in seeking to ensure the right things
were in place for her children, staff and more latterly, as Assistant Headteacher, her department and
the school.
Adel was one of those rare people, someone that makes you want to be your best person, and in so
doing, embodied the high expectations and drive to innovate that personifies The Ridgeway. I think
Jayne Moore capture it in her words, describing Adel’s influence as, understated, yet immense.
The sound of her laughter, the comfort and joy of her presence may have departed our classrooms
and corridors, but her greater influence and legacy continues. We are all the better for experiencing
it, and I join you in counting my good fortune. I hope you all have a great summer with the opportunity
to spend time with all those who bring you joy.

Thank you, Darryl
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It was wonderful to start the term with everyone together again. Our curriculum has been different
but we have enjoyed that as the term progressed we have been able to access some of our regular
activities.

At the start of the term we worked together to create ‘Sinderella Scarecrow’, a very glamourous
scarecrow made to keep the birds away from our horticulture area.

As we have been based in our classroom more it has provided opportunities for lessons such as
Science and Expressive Arts that are not a regular part of the college curriculum. We particularly
enjoyed learning about bees, bees’ habitats and then developing our organisational skills to make a
bee pot plant holder.

We have been able to take part in some Tandridge Brass Band lessons working on improving our
instrument playing skills.

During Science Week we carried out experiments linked to our Habitats theme. We learned about
how a polar bear keeps warm in the Arctic, excavating dinosaurs found in ice and making frogs jump
with balloons. Zoolab visited and pupils enjoyed interacting with the different animals.

In June we returned to David Lloyd for our sports session and enjoyed applying our maths
knowledge, body awareness skills and taking an opportunity to focus our minds during Pilates
lessons.

Some pupils have been able to start a block of supported work experience at local horticulture based
placements.

Angie from Employability Surrey Choices and college staff have helped pupils to follow instructions
to clear areas of land, weed, and use the wheelbarrow to move soil and hay.

We hope you all have a safe and enjoyable summer break and we look forward to seeing everyone
again in the autumn term.

C2 Newsletter
We have enjoyed having foot spas and foot massages in C2. We pressed
switches to choose “Yes or No” if we wanted the foot spas turned on. Most of
us choose “yes” for more. We also had seaweed in the foot spas. It was slimy.

We enjoyed Zoolab coming into school. We had a snail, millipede, gecko, snake
and gerbil.

For Science week we made some hapa zome. We put flowers and herbs on a
piece of material and hit them with a mallet or rolling pin. We had pretty prints
on the material.

We hope you have a lovely
summer break.
From C2.

POCKET MONEY

Pocket money for junior and senior school is £2.50 per week. This money goes towards extra
materials for curriculum activities, petrol for our mini-bus and the students’ break-time snacks.
For those who prefer to pay by the half term or term details are given below. Online payment
would be preferable via Parentmail
Instructions for paying pocket money via ParentMail
1.
2.
3.
4.

Log in to your Parent Mail account
Select the payments option
At the bottom of the screen select the shop option
Select the pocket money option appropriate for you

Payment for pocket money will be set up online on 1 September and a reminder will be sent out at
the start of the new term.
If you have any queries please call the School Office 01252 724562 or email annb@ridgeway.co.uk

First half term: 01 Sept 2021 – 22 Oct 2021
8 weeks @ £2.50 per week
Second half term

Full term:

1 Nov 2021 – 17 Dec 2021
7 weeks @ £2.50 per week
01 Sept 2021 – 17 Dec 2021
15 weeks @ £2.50 per week

£20.00

£17.50

£37.50

SCHOOL UNIFORM

The new school uniform is compulsory and available to order from Stitch Design online website
www.stitchdesign.co.uk. You will need The Ridgeway School postcode which is GU9 8HB to enable
you to register as a parent. Should you have any queries, please do contact Stitch Design directly
Uniform Requirements - The Ridgeway School uniform is for all pupils in the school from Reception
up to Year 11. FE (Further Education) students are not required to wear uniform. The uniform is
optional for nursery pupils.
Reception to Year 6 – PRIMARY Uniform

Year 7 to Year 11 – SECONDARY Uniform

Uniform:

Uniform:

•
•
•
•

Black skirt/skort
• Black skirt/skort
Black Trousers
• Black Trousers
Pale blue polo shirt with school logo.
• Grey polo shirt with school logo.
Royal blue sweatshirt or cardigan with school
• Black sweatshirt or cardigan with school logo
logo
PE Kit:
• Blue & white checked dress in the summer term
• White T-Shirt (with or without school logo)
PE Kit:
• Black Sports shorts
• White T-Shirt (with or without school logo)
Optional bags:
• Black Sports shorts
• Black PE/swimming bag with logo
Optional bags:
• Black backpack with logo
• Blue swimming bag with logo
• Blue backpack with logo
Other optional items:
Other optional items:
•
•
•

Blue knitted hat with logo
Blue coat (no logo)
Summer cap/legionnaires hat

•
•
•

Black knitted hat with logo
Black coat (no logo)
Summer cap/legionnaires hat

Register and place your order at www.stitchdesign.co.uk
You will need your school’s postcode – GU9 8HB

Place your order before
the
9th and 24th of EVERY
month
When placing an order, you can opt to collect from school at no extra charge,
or have it delivered to an address of your choosing for a delivery fee.

If you are unable to order online please collect an order form from your school
If you have any other problems, then please contact Stitch Design directly
www.stitchdesign.co.uk
online@stitchdesign.co.uk

SCHOOL LUNCHES
Our food is being provided by Innovate and the cost per meal is £2.30 per day for all pupils.
All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are still entitled to Universal Free School Meals, however
parents/carers will still need to register with Innovate online and order their child's choice of meal a week in
advance.
Any pupils on Free School Meals will also need to register with Innovate online and order their child's meals a
week in
advance, however no payment will be required.
Parents will be able to view menu and order meals for September term from now and Innovate will send
reminders via text to all parents who have registered with them before term starts.

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
Children whose parents are in receipt of the following ‘support’ payments will be eligible to receive free school
meals:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Universal Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400
Income Support (IS)
Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA)
Support under part V1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
The Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit
Child Tax Credit provided that their annual income is less than £16,190 (as assessed by Her
Majesties Revenue and Customs) and they are not in receipt of Working Tax Credit.
Income Related Employment Support Allowance
Children who receive any of the qualifying benefits listed above in their own right are also
eligible to receive free school meals.
Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax
Credit

If your child currently receives free school meals a letter will be sent out at the start of each academic year with
a form to be completed. It is important that this is returned promptly to ensure that the free entitlement
continues for your child.
However, if you are not receiving free school meals at present but qualify for them, please return the slip below
so that a form can be sent home for completion. Free school lunch entitlement can only start once the completed
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Child’s name: …………………………………………..……….

Class: ……………………………

Please send me an application form for free school meals
Signed: ………………………………………………… Date: …………………………

Please find below the Innovate leaflet and details on how to register, order and pay for meals online directly
with Innovate for any parents/carers who may wish their child to start school meals in January 2021. If you
have any questions or concerns, please contact Innovate direct by email primary@innovatefood.co.uk or ring
0845 494 0005 for assist

.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
AUTUMN TERM 2021
Wednesday 1 Sept

Closure for staff training – INSET day

Thursday 2 Sept

Start of term for pupils/students and nursery.

Monday 18 Oct

Curriculum Focus Week

Thursday 14 Oct

School Photographer

Friday 22 Oct

Harvest Festival 10.30am & refreshments

Friday 22 Oct

Break up for half term at 2.15pm

Monday 1 Nov

Children return back after half term break

Friday 5 Nov

Independence Day

Friday 3 Dec

Closure for staff training – INSET day

Wednesday 8 Dec

Parents Evening 4.00pm – 6.00pm

Thursday 9 Dec

Parents Evening 4.00pm – 6.00pm

Tuesday 14 Dec

Christmas Play Performance – 1.30pm

Wednesday 15 Dec

Christmas Play Performance – 10.00am

Thursday 16 Dec

Christmas Parties

Friday 17 Dec

School Christmas Carol Service – 10.30am

Friday 17 Dec

Last Day of term – finish 2.15pm

SCHOOL CALENDAR 2021/22

Autumn Term 2021
Term starts
Half-term holiday starts
Half-term holiday finishes
Term ends – finish time 2.15 pm

Thursday 2 September
Monday 25 October
Friday 29 October
Friday 17 December

Spring Term 2022
Term starts
Half-term holiday starts
Half-term holiday finishes
Term ends – finish time 2.15 pm

Wednesday 5 January
Monday 14 February
Friday 18 February
Friday 1 April

Summer Term 2022
Term starts
Half-term holiday starts
Half-term holiday finishes
Term ends – finish time 2.15 pm

Tuesday 19 April
Monday 30 May
Friday 3 June
Friday 22 July

IMPORTANT: Please note below the following dates when the children are not in school:

++IN SERVICE TRAINING DAYS
Wednesday 1 September
Friday 3 December
Friday 11 February
Monday 14 March
Monday 6 June
MAY BANK HOLIDAY
Monday 2 May 2022
SCHOOL DAY
Main school and
FE Unit:

Monday – Thursday 8.50 am – 3.15 pm and Fri 8.50 am – 2.15 pm
Monday – Thursday 9.00 am – 3.15 pm and Fri 8.50 am – 2.15 pm

Nursery:

Morning session: Monday – Friday - 8.50 am – 11.50 am
Afternoon session: Monday – Thursday - 12.50 pm - 3.15 pm

