
Home Learning Ideas 2020 – Orange Class 

Attention Autism Bucket Time Ideas -  Week 2 

Attention Autism is an intervention model designed by Gina Davies, a Specialist Speech 

and Language Therapist. It aims to develop natural and spontaneous communication using 

visually based and highly motivating activities. There are videos on YouTube, which are a 

great starting point to help you. 

Stages of Attention Autism progress through a series of stages, building on each skill level. 

Each new stage is introduced when the child is ready to expand attention skills. Not all 

stages should be done if the child is not ready, start with stage 1 and gradually increase 

when the child is ready. 

 

Stage 1: Attention Grabber  

Use bubbles to gain attention. Sing 'What's in the bucket?' song and pull out 3 items one at 

a time from the bucket- visually exciting for the children. Play with and then put back in.  

Stage 2: Attention builder ideas 

 Bubble Sock – Have a bottle ready made with the end cut off, attach a j-cloth to the 

cut end with an elastic band then dip this part into soapy water and blow through 

the top of the bottle to make the bubbles come out! 

 Lemonade Fountain - Open lemonade bottle and pour some food colouring inside-

watch it swirl down. Pour in another colour and watch them mix. Put the lid back on 

firmly, shake well. Count 1..2...3...and open it- “Lemonade fountain!” 

 Stacking Cups – Use the paper cups and stack them up counting out to 10 and then 

say ‘ready steady GO’ and knock them down! 

 Space Splat – Pour water into shot glasses and add some food colouring. Dip cotton 

wool into the water and throw them onto white paper! 

Stage 3: Turn taking  

 Bouncy Balls! Have a tray with white paper at the bottom of it. The have 3 different 

colour paints. Dip a ball into the paint and let it drop into the tray. Watch it bounce 

and make a pattern! 

 Bowling Set out the bowling pins and have three balls, you do the first one and only 

knock one down. Take turns and see who can knock them all down! 

Stage 4: Shifting & Re-engaging Attention   

This stage aims to develop the skill of engaging and shifting attention. The adult leader 

demonstrates a simple creative task, and then gives the child the necessary 

equipment/tools to copy the task. The child can then complete the task independently.   

 


