
Home Learning Ideas 2020 – Orange Class 

Attention Autism Bucket Time Ideas 

Attention Autism is an intervention model designed by Gina Davies, a Specialist Speech 

and Language Therapist. It aims to develop natural and spontaneous communication using 

visually based and highly motivating activities. There are videos on YouTube which are a 

great starting point to help you. 

Stages of Attention Autism progress through a series of stages, building on each skill level. 

Each new stage is introduced when the child is ready to expand attention skills. Not all 

stages should be done if the child is not ready, start with stage 1 and gradually increase 

when the child is ready. 

 

Stage 1: Attention Grabber 

Use bubbles to gain attention. Sing 'What's in the bucket?' song and pull out 3 items one at 

a time from the bucket- visually exciting for the children. Play with and then put back in. 

Stage 2: Attention builder  

Same attention builder every day for a week. This is something that should hold the child’s 

attention for a longer period. 

 Glitter Tea cups – Shaving foam cakes, spray food colour, pebble on top for cherry 

and SPLAT!  

 Sand storm – Have a bucket or container with coloured sand in and let it pour into a 

container. 

 Foam Squish – Have a large ziplock bag and spray in shaving foam. Then add 

different colour paint and mix them together between your hands. 

Stage 3: Turn taking 

 It’s raining, it pouring –  Have the child sit underneath the umbrella in the middle 

and sing It’s raining, It’s pouring and spray with water 

 Hi 5 – Have 3 piles of shaving foam on black paper and give the child a fly swat then 

invite them to come up and hi 5 the pile of foam! 

 Fireworks – unpack the ribbons and the adult is to model wafting the ribbons up and 

down saying ‘whoosh, fizz!’ Then invite the child to come and have a go, make the 

noises for the child and get them to lift the ribbons up and down. 

Stage 4: Shifting & Re-engaging Attention  

This stage aims to develop the skill of engaging and shifting attention. The adult leader 

demonstrates a simple creative task, and then gives the child the necessary 

equipment/tools to copy the task. The child can then complete the task independently.  

 


