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Questions
We use questions to ask 

for information

Answers cannot be 
Yes or No



o What (identifying objects)

o Where (pointing to or naming objects)

o What doing (verbs)

o Who 

o Why

o When

o (How)

Development 
of 

Questions



Objects / things

- what is this (pointing to objects)? 

- What do you want (choice of items)?

- In Colourful Semantics it is GREEN

WHAT

Makaton sign: you use your index finger 
and move it from one side to the other 
side



WHERE
Place or location

- Where is the toast? 
- Where did you go? 
- Where are you sitting?
- A preposition is used to explain too
- In Colourful Semantics it is BLUE

Makaton sign: use both hands, 
palm up and move them in one 
circular motion



WHAT - DOING

Links to verbs

- What are we doing?
- Games such as Simon says 
- In Colourful Semantics these are YELLOW

Makaton sign: both hands in a fist, with 
your non dominant hand on the bottom 
use your dominant hand to make a small 
striking movement on top of your non 
dominant hand



WHO
Who is in our story? 
Can you find [insert person]?
- People e.g Mum, Dad
- Characters with names e.g Olaf, Gruffalo
Using Colourful Semantics it is ORANGE

Makaton sign: use the index finger 
of your dominant hand and 
complete one circular rotation 



WHY
- The reason (prediction)

- In Colourful Semantics this is PURPLE
I think someone 

has lost their keys! 

Can you find the 
clues that make me 

think that? 

Makaton sign:



WHEN
- Time
- Seasons
- Time of year e.g Easter, Christmas, Summer holidays
- Days of the week
- Months
- Before / after 
- Sequencing 

Using Colourful Semantics it is BROWN

Makaton sign: Flutter 
fingertips against cheek



HOW

The steps to do 
something… 

Or it can be 
directions…



- What is this?

- What is X doing?

- Why do we clean the dishes? (because they’re 
dirty)

- Who is this? (stories, tv programmes)

- How do we make the bed? (make the bed 
together speaking about each element)

- Show me… (nouns or verbs)

- Here are some examples which 
you may use every day! 

- Please note these questions are 
examples and you will need to speak 
with your Class Teacher or Speech 
Therapist for the level your child is 
working towards

Daily questions



Activities 
which can 

help 
promote 
questions


