AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2019

Dear Parents, Carers and Staff,

This term was our first chance to share photos and information about your child’s learning using our
new Assessment Software and for you to then come in and discuss this with the Class Teacher. It is
when we are working together that the children are able to make the most progress and if we want
this to happen we need to make sure we help you understand our Curriculum offer. On the reverse
of this letter is our Curriculum Statement, this outlines the focus for learning and how we continue to
teach across all subjects to ensure a broad and balanced range of activities, experiences and access to
approaches and resources.

Many of you will have seen the amazing Recycled Christmas Trees on display at Parents Evening. These
are an example of that cross curricular approach as children are learning to work together,
communicate ideas, problem solve and develop their learning in Maths with shape, size and volume,
Design and Technology, working out how to fix materials together not to mention the art and
creativity. Who would have thought egg boxes would make such an effective tree?!

I would encourage you to discuss the curriculum your child experiences with their teacher. I am always
amazed at the creativity and inventiveness of our staff, whether its sharing innovative ideas to teach
Science, or finding out about how we can use new technologies to engage children and encourage
their learning through research into Virtual Reality, they are always looking at ways to make your
child’s learning relevant, meaningful and fun.

By the time you read this, the School performances will have happened and we will be in the last days
of the joyous glitter and sparkle fest that helps create the magic of the season in School. I would like
to take the opportunity to thank you all, Parents, Families and Staff for all your support over the past
term and express my very best wishes to you all for a happy and restful holiday.

With very best wishes for Christmas and the New Year,

Darryl & Debra

Curriculum Statement
The Curriculum is not solely what we teach, it is the means by which we focus on what is key to the
learning needs of each child to enable them to have as rich and fulfilled a life as possible, both now
and into the future.
Our Curriculum is built on three foundations;
Communication & Advocacy - Independence & Life Skills - Social & Emotional Mental Health
Communication and Advocacy
Reference our ‘Strap Line’, A Voice for All. Our children need a way to express themselves, to
interpret and understand others and from this, develop the ability to advocate for themselves.
This is fundamental to their ability to access the world and safeguard themselves.
Independence & Life Skills
Our children’s self-esteem, confidence and motivation for learning and participation in life is built
upon their ability to develop independence, key to this will be the need for us to equip each child
with the ability to care and look after themselves. Our focus on Thinking Skills is a fundamental
aspect of this as we teach children how to access learning and how to problem solve.
Social & Emotional Mental Health
Our health and emotional well-being is closely linked to the relationships we build and maintain
with others. This is also key for our understanding of what acceptable behaviour is in society and
how we understand and are enabled to participate in our local communities and society as a
whole.

The foundations are closely connected, complimenting and facilitating the development of the other.

Building on these foundations is our Thinking Skills Curriculum. This is a unique curriculum that
underpins all learning. It is taught from Nursery through to Key Stage 5, taking account of the abilities
and learning styles of the students. By improving the pupils Thinking Skills, we can increase their
confidence and independence which in turn leads to greater self-esteem. With greater self-esteem
and confidence comes an increase motivation to interact and communicate and through
communication we can start to assert our independence, to have a purposeful voice.
We use the whole range of curriculum subjects to provide breadth of experience and opportunity.
Whether we are studying the Shakespeare, Early civilisations, the climate of the Tropics or Science of
Materials and Forces, we are focussed on the Thinking Skills that will enable children to access learning

through to evaluating, reviewing and planning their learning. This is inclusive of enabling pupils to
develop their knowledge of subject based vocabulary and specific subject related skills.
We have high expectations and for our children to match these, they will need to access, interact with
and problem solve the World around them. Our Curriculum is designed to enable each child at their
own level to rise to this challenge and celebrate their achievements. Our careful tracking and
measurement of the impact of our curriculum on individual progress, evidences the achievements
children make, how these reflect out high expectations and how we prepare them for the future.

College Class Newsletter – Autumn
This has been quite a long term but as usual we have been so busy that it seems to have gone by so
quickly. In September we welcomed two new children to College. They have settled into College life
so well that we can hardly believe they have only been part of our group for one term.

Three children have taken part in half day supported work experience placements this term and
really enjoyed the opportunity to improve their confidence and develop their independence skills.

One went to The Clock House where he worked in the kitchen cleaning and putting away the cutlery,
crockery and dishes and mopping the floor.

Another child also worked at The Clock House. She worked in the kitchen filling salt and pepper pots,
wrapping cutlery and drying and putting away the crockery.

We had a 3rd placement at a kennels. It involved exercising the dogs, making sure they had water to
drink and petting them.
Along with all the hard work we have been very fortunate to take part in some fun activities too.
Some of our children were lucky enough to be able to take part in the government funded NCS
scheme. The children went on a three night away from home residential where they experienced
activities such as high ropes, canoeing, paddle boarding and bowling to name but a few. The children
and staff had the most amazing time.

As part of the NCS Community Action Project the college class have been learning about
how we can help others. We have decided to do fundraising for Disability Challengers and
Phyllis Tuckwell as they are both celebrating their 40 year anniversary. We are taking part in
a 40 mile staggered triathlon accumulating our miles as a class from swimming, the gym
bikes and walking. Please use the link below if you would like to support us by donating
money via Virgin Money Giving
We have already achieved 8.14 miles in the last few weeks and we will be continuing until
February.
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/TheRidgewayFECollegeUnit
From everyone at college we hope you have a very Merry Christmas and best wishes for the coming
New Year.

A2 Autumn Newsletter
This term has been about heroes and super heroes. A2 have enjoyed lots of art
and bucket therapy. We have been super heroes and have been working hard
on our Math skills. We have been using our looking and responding thinking
skills.

Merry Christmas
from the A2 team

C1 Autumn Term 2019
‘Heroes and Dreams’

We have enjoyed exploring our topic of ‘heroes and dreams’ by learning about
people who help us….

…and our sensory story ‘The BFG’ – we especially enjoyed feeling the
frobscottle and smelling the snozzcumbers.

We love exploring different textures, sounds smells and tastes in cooking…

…and through horticulture.

We love Christmas time in C1, especially our trip to Woodlarks Santa’s Grotto!

Café Chat
Following the return of Café Chat, we opened with a successful morning with Grandparents and
extended family.
We went into some of the classrooms and facilities around school then went back to the meeting
room for Coffee / Tea and cake.
If you missed this Café Chat with Grandparents or extended family, please do book to come to the
next one which is on Tuesday 31st March at 10am. We do look forward to seeing you at our other
events in the coming year, but in the meantime we wish you a very Happy Christmas.
Chelsea, Dane and Debra.

POCKET MONEY
Pocket money for junior and senior school is £2.50 per week. This money goes towards extra materials
for curriculum activities, petrol for our mini-bus and the students’ break-time snacks.
For those who prefer to pay by the half term or term details are given below.
Please make cheques payable to The Ridgeway School.
First half term: 06 Jan 2020 – 14 Feb 2020
6 weeks @ £2.50 per week
Second half term

£15.00

24 Feb 2020 – 03 Apr 2020
6 weeks @ £2.50 per week

Full term:

£15.00

06 Jan 2020 – 03 Apr 2020
12 weeks @ £2.50 per week

£30.00

SCHOOL UNIFORM
The new school uniform will be compulsory from September 2019 and is now available to
order from Stitch Design online website www.stitchdesign.co.uk. You will need The Ridgeway School
postcode which is GU9 8HB to enable you to register as a parent. Should you have any queries,
please do contact Stitch Design directly
Uniform Requirements - The Ridgeway School uniform is for all pupils in the school from Reception
up to Year 11. FE (Further Education) students are not required to wear uniform. The uniform is
optional for nursery pupils.
Reception to Year 6 – PRIMARY Uniform

Year 7 to Year 11 – SECONDARY Uniform

Uniform:

Uniform:






Black skirt/skort
 Black skirt/skort
Black Trousers
 Black Trousers
Pale blue polo shirt with school logo.
 Grey polo shirt with school logo.
Royal blue sweatshirt or cardigan with school
 Black sweatshirt or cardigan with school logo
logo
PE Kit:
 Blue & white checked dress in the summer term
 White T-Shirt (with or without school logo)
PE Kit:
 Black Sports shorts
 White T-Shirt (with or without school logo)
Optional bags:
 Black Sports shorts
 Black PE/swimming bag with logo
Optional bags:
 Black backpack with logo
 Blue swimming bag with logo
 Blue backpack with logo
Other optional items:
Other optional items:




Blue knitted hat with logo
Blue coat (no logo)
Summer cap/legionnaires hat





Black knitted hat with logo
Black coat (no logo)
Summer cap/legionnaires hat

Register and place your order at www.stitchdesign.co.uk
You will need your school’s postcode – GU9 8HB

Place your order before
the
9th and 24th of EVERY
month
When placing an order, you can opt to collect from school at no extra charge,
or have it delivered to an address of your choosing for a delivery fee.

If you are unable to order online please collect an order form from your school
If you have any other problems, then please contact Stitch Design directly
www.stitchdesign.co.uk
online@stitchdesign.co.uk

SCHOOL LUNCHES
The school has now changed its caterer and all our food is being provided by Innovate and the cost
per meal is £2.30 per day for all pupils.
All parents who are already registered with Innovate do not need to re-register for September 2019.
All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are still entitled to Universal Free School Meals, however
parents/carers will still need to register with Innovate online and order their child's choice of meal a week in
advance.
Any pupils on Free School Meals will also need to register with Innovate online and order their child's meals a
week in
advance, however no payment will be required.
Parents will be able to view menu and order meals for January term from now and Innovate will send
reminders via text to all parents who have registered with them before term starts.

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
Children whose parents are in receipt of the following ‘support’ payments will be eligible to receive free school
meals:










Universal Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400
Income Support (IS)
Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA)
Support under part V1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
The Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit
Child Tax Credit provided that their annual income is less than £16,190 (as assessed by Her
Majesties Revenue and Customs) and they are not in receipt of Working Tax Credit.
Income Related Employment Support Allowance
Children who receive any of the qualifying benefits listed above in their own right are also
eligible to receive free school meals.
Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax
Credit

If your child currently receives free school meals a letter will be sent out at the start of each academic year with
a form to be completed. It is important that this is returned promptly to ensure that the free entitlement
continues for your child.
However, if you are not receiving free school meals at present but qualify for them, please return the slip below
so that a form can be sent home for completion. Free school lunch entitlement can only start once the completed
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Child’s name: …………………………………………..……….

Class: ……………………………

Please send me an application form for free school meals
Signed: ………………………………………………… Date: …………………………

Please find below the Innovate leaflet and details on how to register, order and pay for meals online directly
with Innovate for any parents/carers who may wish their child to start school meals in September 2018. If you
have any questions or concerns, please contact Innovate direct by email primary@innovatefood.co.uk or ring
0845 494 0005 for assist

Seasonal News from the Friends
The Friends are delighted to announce that the grand total of £3108.30 was
raised at the Christmas Fair. A huge thank you to all families and staff who
worked so hard to make it such a success and came along to support the
school.

There has also been positive feedback from staff and parents about the Class
Fundraising Christmas cards and merchandise which raised a further £278 for
the school. The Christmas Play raffle also raised £259. We hope that the cards
and other items will bring pleasure and spread some festive cheer to those
who receive them over the holiday period. Watch out for the Friends’ next
newsletter in 2020. We look forward to sharing our new ventures with you and
in the meantime wish you a happy and healthy holiday time.

Christmas dinner at Kei’s Chinese restaurant Farnham.

NEW PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT FOR PRIMARY
A very big thank to the Friends of The Ridgeway who bought
much needed play equipment for Primary playground. The
children have been having fun drawing on the painting table,
playing with the kitchen, banging on the music frame and
practising weighing with the scales.

White Class Autumn Newsletter
In Food Tech this term we have been making Fruit Kebabs. We
have to collect our utensils and ingredients and then using our
topic boards, we follow the instructions and make them. After
cutting our fruit, we assembled them on our skewers and ate
them up! Then came the really hard part……we had to wash up
and tidy up!!!!

White Class News Letter Cont……………….
We had some beautiful late Autumn Days and decided to make
the most to these unexpected sunny and warm afternoons and go
outside and have lots of play and learning using water and sand.
As you can see the children had great fun and thorougly enjoyed
the experience.

You’ve got a Friend in Me!

Blue Class have been using
their playing together skills
this term to learn about
being friends. They have all
worked hard on their
sharing and turn taking, and
have a newfound love for
appropriate hugs! Such a
friendly bunch in Blue Class


This term Yellow Class have enjoyed a variety of sensory activities.
One of their favourite lessons is music. They love the big drum
and musical stories on the resonance board.

They have also enjoyed making biscuits and eating them!

Yellow Class had a fantastic time visiting Father Christmas at the
beautiful winter wonderland at Woodlarks.
We experienced lots of snow and watched Father Christmas zoom
through the sky in his sleigh being pulled by his reindeer.

We used our imagining
skills to count the
penguins “These are
the governors!”

We used our investigating
skills to explore rivers
around the world in the
virtual reality goggles.

We loved using our
imagining skills to have a
look at the BFG’s dreams
using different lights and
music.

We are learning
to take turns and
work together.

We loved learning about
the Supertato story and
counting how many
naughty peas were stuck
in the jelly!

We worked together with
our friends to follow a
recipe to make bread.

We applied our learning
of autumn trees to make
a pattern fruit tree in
food tech.

We have learnt lots about
significant days of the year
such as Remembrance Day!

We learnt about the
letter ‘U’ and its sound
by using our umbrella to
keep dry from the rain!

We shared our
weekend news with
our friends and
teachers.

We worked together
with our friends to
predict whether our
boats were going to sink
or float.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
SPRING TERM 2020

Monday 6 January

Start of term for pupils/students and nursery

Monday 10 February

Curriculum Focus Week – Science Faculty

Friday 14 February

Break up for half term at 2.15pm

Monday 24 February

Return after half term

Tuesday 25 February

Independence Day

Monday 2 March

Closure for Staff training

Wednesday 25 March

Parents Evening 4.00pm – 6.00pm

Thursday 26 March

Parents Evening 4.00pm – 6.00pm

Friday 3 April

Easter Service – 10.30am

Friday 3 April

Last Day of term – 2.15pm

SCHOOL CALENDAR 2019/20

Spring Term
Term starts
Half-term holiday starts
Half-term holiday finishes
Term ends – finish time 2.15 pm

Monday 6 Jan
Monday 17 Feb
Friday 21 Feb
Friday 3 Apr

Summer Term
Term starts
Half-term holiday starts
Half-term holiday finishes
Term ends – finish time 2.15 pm

Monday 20 April
Monday 25 May
Friday 29 May
Friday 17 July

IMPORTANT: Please note below the following dates when the children are not in school:

++IN SERVICE TRAINING DAYS
Monday 2 March 2020
Friday 22 May 2020 – PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE (was Monday 1 June 2020)

MAY BANK HOLIDAY
Friday 8 May 2020
SCHOOL DAY
Main school and
FE Unit:

Monday – Thursday 8.50 am – 3.15 pm and Fri 8.50 am – 2.15 pm
Monday – Thursday 9.00 am – 3.15 pm and Fri 8.50 am – 2.15 pm

Nursery:

Morning session: Monday – Friday - 8.50 am – 11.50 am
Afternoon session: Monday – Thursday - 12.50 pm - 3.15 pm

