FAREWELL, IT’S BEEN AMAZING
Dear Parents, Carers and Staff,
It was September 1980 – yes, 39 years ago, that I started my career at this school as a fresh faced, 20
year old probationary teacher (NQT as they are called now).
The school was very different in those days; in fact, it had only been a school for 9 years. Before then,
our children were not legally required to receive an education! It was much smaller – there was a
Nursery, a class for complex needs and then Classes 1, 2, 3 and 4. I don’t think that there were more
than 50 children in the school.
Over the years I have worked for 5 different Head Teachers and I have seen massive changes in Special
Education generally – some great and others not so good. It was never my plan to stay here for the
whole of my career and in fact I did resign twice at different stages of my life. However, life has a funny
way of throwing your plans up-side down and now here I am facing retirement and a final goodbye.
There are some things though that never change and I wanted the opportunity to state just how
wonderful and special (in the best meaning of the word) these children have been and continue to be.
I have never NOT wanted to go to work because each day brings a fresh challenge of course, and so
much more in every interaction with the Ridgeway students.
Social media image; financial success; owning big houses – none of these things matter to our children
here. However, having respect, compassion, opportunities, aspirations and high expectations of them
to be the best that they can be – those are the values that we strive for and I am so thankful for a
working life that has been committed to those values throughout.
I am so very proud of this school and as I look around now and reflect on the years that have gone by
in a flash, it feels right to be handing over the baton knowing that the ethos that is The Ridgeway
school continues.
So many things that I could say, but most of it involves the words ‘thank you’ – especially to Darryl
who has been an inspiration, a huge source of support, a massive laugh and an occasional pain in the
neck (oops!); my colleagues and friends, including those who have now moved on to other places or
retirement. They will never forget working at The Ridgeway, I can promise you.
My thanks and admiration go to those parents who keep on smiling and finding that resilience to keep
going in the face of great adversity. We have shared laughter and tears over the years. Recently a
parent told me something very profound that will stay with me for a long time. He said that being part
of this school felt like walking alongside a friend through a dark wood. When someone is there by your
side, it feels as though the monsters have fled for a while. It has been a privilege to have shared some
of those times with you.

Most of all though, thank you to each and every Ridgeway pupil that I have known over the years. The
memories will be there forever, each one unique and precious. It is time to say goodbye and it has
been amazing and The Ridgeway will go from strength to strength in some very safe and talented
hands. I wish you all the very best for the future.

Jayne x

I don’t want to detract from Jayne’s lead in this end of year, and end of an era newsletter. We have
had, and will have, celebrations of Jayne’s time with us as the year ends and we wish her every
happiness for the future. What I want to state is that the greatest celebration is that of the legacy she
leaves, and our continued commitment to you all to continue that work and our drive to take the
School forward for the benefit of every child and everyone who strives with us. With every best wish
for a fabulous summer and looking forward to welcoming you back in September.
Thank you, from the probably more than occasional pain in the neck, Darryl

July 2019
Dear Parents/Carers,
The Education Welfare Officer Team, who are now known as the Inclusion Team have requested that
all schools attached the information below to their school's newsletter. I do take attendance
extremely seriously, your child's attendance at school is a commitment we all make to valuing and
respecting their education. I would like to reassure parents though that we understand the need for
many of our children to attend medical and other health related appointments to better enable their
ability to access and benefit from education. Also, in exceptional circumstances, that a few of our
children will struggle to access holiday destinations and travel during peak holiday periods and we
will therefore be open to a discussion with parents to consider authorised absences for such events
and needs.
Just to remind parents/carers that if they take their child out of school without authorisation for 5 or
more days, they will be liable to receive penalty notices. Currently, the amount payable under a
penalty notice is £60.00 payable within 21 days, rising to £120.00 if paid within 21- 28 days. If the
penalty notice is not paid within 28 days, the Local Authority will consider a prosecution in the
Magistrates Court. Please note that Penalty Notices are issued per parent/carer per child, so a family
with 2 parents/carers and 2 children will receive 4 penalty notices.

Darryl Morgan

Jayne Moore

(Headteacher)

(Deputy Headteacher)

FOR NEWSLETTER FOR ALL PARENTS FROM SCHOOLS
Dear Parent/Carer
Penalty Notices to Address Poor Attendance at School
A Penalty Notice may be issued as an alternative to the prosecution of a parent/carer for their child’s
unauthorised absence from school and will be used by Surrey County Council in the following circumstances :1. Pupils identified by police and education welfare officers engaged on Truancy Patrols and who have incurred
unauthorised absences.
2. Leave of absence in term time (5 days or 10 sessions or more). Please be aware that The Education (Pupil
Registration)(England)(Amendment) Regulations 2013, which became law on 1st September 2013 state that
Headteachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are exceptional
circumstances. The Headteacher is also required to determine the number of school days a child can be
away from school if leave is granted.
In such cases the Headteacher/Governing Body have to judge whether there are exceptional circumstances
and may request that the Local Authority issue Penalty Notices when the absence is not authorised. Warnings
will not be given where it can be shown that parents have been notified that such absences will not be
authorised.
3. The issue of a Penalty Notice will also be considered where it is judged that a parent is failing to ensure their
child's regular school attendance. This will be considered when a pupil has incurred 7 or more unauthorised
sessions in the previous 6 school weeks, which may include a pupil arriving late after close of registration.
If you believe at any stage that your child’s absence from school may leave you liable to receive a Penalty
Notice, it is extremely important that you take action without delay to secure their regular attendance. If you
have any questions or require further support to achieve an improvement, please contact the school or the
education welfare officer.
Penalty Notice relating to Exclusions
If a child is excluded from school, Section 103 of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 places a duty on
parents/carers to ensure that their child is not in a public place without justifiable cause during school hours.
This duty applies to the first five days of each exclusion. Failure to do so will render the parent/carer liable to a
Penalty Notice. (Alternative education provision will be made available from the sixth day of any exclusion.)
Amount Payable for a Penalty Notice
The amount payable for a Penalty Notice issued in any of the above circumstances is £60 if paid within 21 days
of receipt of the Notice, rising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within 28 days. If the Penalty Notice is not paid,
the Local Authority must consider a prosecution in the Magistrates Court for the offence for which the Notice
was originally issued.
Please be aware that each parent is liable to receive a Penalty Notice for each child who incurs unauthorised
absences, for example, if there are two parents and one child, each parent will receive one Penalty Notice. If
there are two parents, and two children incur unauthorised absences, each parent will receive two Penalty
Notices, which in this case would amount to £120 each if paid within 28 days.
Advice and support is available from an Inclusion Officer by contacting your local Education Office as follows :North West- Tel: 01483 518130 South West

-

Tel: 01483 517179

North East-

-

Tel: 01737 737777

Tel: 01372 833588 South East

College Newsletter

We are fast approaching the end of another very busy year, we are not going to be saying goodbye
to anyone this year but we are looking forward to welcoming two more students into college.
We have been continuing to focus on the health and wellbeing of our students, we have been
swimming on at Farnham Sports Centre, and we are proud of how the students have improved in
confidence, stamina and independence.

This term at David Lloyds sports club we have been doing Pilates to improve co-ordination, strength
and body awareness. The students have really enjoyed this and have worked hard to develop their
skills.

Some of our students have been to Farnham Community Foods for a supported work experience.
They have been practising a variety of skills such as weeding paths, pushing full and empty
wheelbarrows, emptying the weeds onto the compost heap, pulling up old plants and planting new
ones. The students have really enjoyed being outside and working with greater independence.

One student has been taking part in a supported work experience at Forrest Lodge garden centre. He
has been tidying up, sweeping and dead heading plants with increasing independence. He really
enjoyed wearing his uniform.

During Creative Arts week the students had the opportunity to experience different workshops.
Drumming is always very popular, they also enjoyed the ‘Bubble Man’, a dance and role play
workshop and playing in the ‘Junk Orchestra’.

We hope that everyone enjoys the summer break.

A2 Summer newsletter
What a busy term we have had. We have been working hard on our
space theme in each topic and the children have had a lot of fun. We
also enjoyed many activities during creative arts week.
We spent a lovely day out together at the beach and enjoyed the
sunshine and the sea.

Have a great summer. From the
A2 team.

C2 News
In C2 we have been learning about the story “Return
to the Forbidden Planet” and we made up some “X”
factor potions.

We enjoyed Creative Arts week. Drumming workshop,
resonance boards and silk painting were among some
of the activities we joined in with.

One of our students has been doing work experience in a
hairdressers in Godalming.
She dusts the hairdryers, fills the shampoo bottles, cleans
the mirrors and sweeps the floor. She loves going over to
the Day centre and doing her job!!

We had a lovely trip to Wisley Gardens. The sun shone and
we had a great time.

We also went to Alice holt and went on the Gruffolo trail.

We hope you all have
a lovely summer!!

C1 Summer Term Newsletter

We have been busy in C1 this term. During Creative Arts
Week, our class took part in a drumming workshop and
storytelling sessions as well as lots of messy art.

Our topic work this term
was about Space and we
enjoyed dressing up as
astronauts and heading
off amongst the stars
and planets.

We also went on an outing to The Devil’s Punchbowl and
enjoyed a lovely walk and picnic together.

We hope you have a fantastic summer holiday and look
forward to more fun times in C1 next year!

S3 Summer Term
The Summer term in S3 has been jam packed with lots of different activities. S3 has
thoroughly enjoyed this terms’ topic ‘space’.

Science
This Summer term in science S3 has expanded their knowledge of the planets, the
conditions in space and discussed the characteristics of each planet. Students have
also used their working together thinking skill to make rockets!

Physical Education and Physio
Some S3 students have enjoyed weekly PE sessions at David Lloyds. This term they
have explored Pilates, using their keep trying thinking skill to practice different
movements and positions. Whilst other S3 students have carried out their physio
programmes.

Bowling trip
With huge thanks to the Friends of the
Ridgeway, S3 thoroughly enjoyed their class trip
to Spectrum bowling. Everyone used their
working together thinking skill to play the
bowling game and eat in the restaurant.

Art
This term in art we have been inspired by the topic of ‘space’. Whilst some of S3
students have been at Alton College exploring a variety of textures, colours and
materials.
Some members of S3 have been inspired by a range of different artists including

Kandinsky to create ‘space’ inspired
pieces of

art work.

This final term has whizzed by in a blink of an eye. S2 have been consolidating a
lot of our learning and continued to use e continued to use our working together
skills to encourage and help each other. Our theme has been ’’Space” and we
have loved exploring stars, planets, becoming astronauts as well as bringing our
learning together with a school trip to the Planetarium. Below are three of our
favourite activities from this term.

Space– This term we have learnt all about space and even became astronauts.
We tried space food, used our imagining skills to jet off on our rockets and
learnt all about Tim Peake.

Winchester Science Centre – With thanks to the Friends of The Ridgeway we were able to visit
Winchester Science Centre. We used our exploring and working together skills to interact with all of
the hands on display as well as watching a fascinating display in The Planetarium.

Harry Potter Studios – Of course we can’t forget our memorable trip to Harry
Potter Studios with S1. We read Harry Potter last term and completed our
learning this term with a wonderful trip to the set. Using our linking skills, we
were able to walk in the shoes of some of our favourite characters and even had
a go flying a broomstick!

S1 Summer Newsletter
What a busy Summer term we have had in S1. Our theme has been
Space – Blast Off and we have had lots of fun learning about earth
and space and what it is like to be an astronaut. In literature we
continued to explore Harry Potter in preparation for our visit to The
Warner Bros. Harry Potter Studios in May. We visited with our
friends from S2 and had a simply magical day. Some of our students
have been developing their literacy and independence skills by
writing shopping lists and walking to our local TESCOS to buy snacks
for the class. A group from S1 and S2 has also taken part in the
Alton Live Arts Festival at Eggars School where they had the
opportunity to paint and print, some 3-D art, make a tile and take
part in a drumming workshop. It was a lovely experience and we were
very proud once again of our students and their excellent behaviour
whilst off-site.

To celebrate all of our hard work and to mark the end of this school
we had a visit to The Spectrum in Guildford for some bowling.

Competition was stiff and we had a very worthy student winner. In
science we carried out many experiments and our students have
become very good at making predictions and recording findings. In
Food Technology our students have continued to develop their
planning and independence skills, making wraps, salads, toast with a
range of toast toppings. In art, our students have built up a lovely
and varied collection of their work over the past year most recently
enjoying exploring the pictures painted by Kandinsky. We enjoyed
some Day of Independence activities – particularly our visit to the
Beauty Parlour where we got to work on hair products and nail
varnish!

It is pleasing to see how much the students have enjoyed reading
and sharing books over the course of the year. Thank you for your
continued support for our Monday morning Newstime – your
photographs and emails have been a great motivator.
We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and
enjoyable Summer holiday.
Martina & team

POCKET MONEY
Pocket money for junior and senior school is £2.50 per week. This money goes towards extra materials
for curriculum activities, petrol for our mini-bus and the students’ break-time snacks.
For those who prefer to pay by the half term or term details are given below.
Please make cheques payable to The Ridgeway School.
First half term: 03 Sept 2019 – 25 Oct 2019
8 weeks @ £2.50 per week
Second half term

£20.00

4 Nov 2019 – 20 Dec 2019
7 weeks @ £2.50 per week

Full term:

£17.50

03 Sept 2019 – 20 Dec 2019
15 weeks @ £2.50 per week

£37.50

SCHOOL UNIFORM
The new school uniform will be compulsory from September 2019 and is now available to
order from Stitch Design online website www.stitchdesign.co.uk. You will need The Ridgeway School
postcode which is GU9 8HB to enable you to register as a parent. Should you have any queries,
please do contact Stitch Design directly
Uniform Requirements - The Ridgeway School uniform is for all pupils in the school from Reception
up to Year 11. FE (Further Education) students are not required to wear uniform. The uniform is
optional for nursery pupils.
Reception to Year 6 – PRIMARY Uniform

Year 7 to Year 11 – SECONDARY Uniform

Uniform:

Uniform:






Black skirt/skort
 Black skirt/skort
Black Trousers
 Black Trousers
Pale blue polo shirt with school logo.
 Grey polo shirt with school logo.
Royal blue sweatshirt or cardigan with school
 Black sweatshirt or cardigan with school logo
logo
PE Kit:
 Blue & white checked dress in the summer term
 White T-Shirt (with or without school logo)
PE Kit:
 Black Sports shorts
 White T-Shirt (with or without school logo)
Optional bags:
 Black Sports shorts
 Black PE/swimming bag with logo
Optional bags:
 Black backpack with logo
 Blue swimming bag with logo
 Blue backpack with logo
Other optional items:
Other optional items:




Blue knitted hat with logo
Blue coat (no logo)
Summer cap/legionnaires hat





Black knitted hat with logo
Black coat (no logo)
Summer cap/legionnaires hat

Register and place your order at www.stitchdesign.co.uk
You will need your school’s postcode – GU9 8HB

Place your order before
the
9th and 24th of EVERY
month
When placing an order, you can opt to collect from school at no extra charge,
or have it delivered to an address of your choosing for a delivery fee.

If you are unable to order online please collect an order form from your school
If you have any other problems, then please contact Stitch Design directly
www.stitchdesign.co.uk
online@stitchdesign.co.uk

SCHOOL LUNCHES
The school has now changed its caterer and all our food is being provided by Innovate and the cost
per meal is £2.30 per day for all pupils.
All parents who are already registered with Innovate do not need to re-register for September 2019.
All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are still entitled to Universal Free School Meals, however
parents/carers will still need to register with Innovate online and order their child's choice of meal a week in
advance.
Any pupils on Free School Meals will also need to register with Innovate online and order their child's meals a
week in
advance, however no payment will be required.
Parents will be able to view menu and order meals for January term from now and Innovate will send
reminders via text to all parents who have registered with them before term starts.

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
Children whose parents are in receipt of the following ‘support’ payments will be eligible to receive free school
meals:










Universal Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400
Income Support (IS)
Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA)
Support under part V1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
The Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit
Child Tax Credit provided that their annual income is less than £16,190 (as assessed by Her
Majesties Revenue and Customs) and they are not in receipt of Working Tax Credit.
Income Related Employment Support Allowance
Children who receive any of the qualifying benefits listed above in their own right are also
eligible to receive free school meals.
Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax
Credit

If your child currently receives free school meals a letter will be sent out at the start of each academic year with
a form to be completed. It is important that this is returned promptly to ensure that the free entitlement
continues for your child.
However, if you are not receiving free school meals at present but qualify for them, please return the slip below
so that a form can be sent home for completion. Free school lunch entitlement can only start once the completed
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Child’s name: …………………………………………..……….

Class: ……………………………

Please send me an application form for free school meals
Signed: ………………………………………………… Date: …………………………

Please find below the Innovate leaflet and details on how to register, order and pay for meals online directly
with Innovate for any parents/carers who may wish their child to start school meals in September 2018. If you
have any questions or concerns, please contact Innovate direct by email primary@innovatefood.co.uk or ring
0845 494 0005 for assist

White Class had a wonderful day out at Wellington Country Park!
We had such great fun on the Jumping Pillow. As you can see we
were able to jump very high in the air.

We absolutely loved the
Splash Zone. We were able
to explore fountains,
splash buckets and
streams. We finished off
with a tasty ice cream and
then fell asleep on the bus
home!

This is White Class having a
great time on our Spanish Day.
We made hats and flags,
danced to Spanish music and
ate lots of Spanish food. Ole!!!

What a
wonderful time
we had a West
Wittering. Sun,
Sea, Sand,
Seaweed and
some naughty
Seagulls!!!

On Monday 15th July, BLUE CLASS visited Peppa Pig World at Paultons Park. We
enjoyed several rides, a picnic in the sunshine, and an afternoon splashing
around!
We were very lucky with the weather, and there were some very sleepy children
on the bus ride back to school! We are now all ready for the summer holidays 

Yellow Class Newsletter

Yellow class have had great fun taking part in Creative Arts week this term. We
used our working together skills to create music in the drumming workshop.
Yellow class used their exploring skills to take part in new activities like the
giant bubbles.

Our topic this term has been all about Space. We have used our investigating
skills to talk about the planets, rockets, astronauts and aliens.. We made 3D
planets and decorated a class rocket which we love to play together in.

This year for our end of term trip we visited Bird world. We looked at all the
different colourful birds. Yellow class were able to visit the animal handling
session whilst we were there and got to stroke lots of different animals.
Everyone really liked the goose and the rabbit. We had a picnic and played in
the park. We all had a lovely day.

Orange Class had a wonderful trip to
Alice Holt with Green Class. Despite
the weather, drizzling rain, they had a
great time playing together on the adventure
playground. Zog even turned up for the children
to see. We then went on an exciting walk
around the Gruffalo trail.

Orange Class
went to West
Wittering. They
paddled in the sea
and made
sandcastles in the sand. After their fun time on the beach they were
hungry and enjoyed a picnic on the grass

Green class enjoyed a
visit to a spa on
independence day.
Everyone either
painted their nails or
brushed their hair.

Our focus week this term was
creative arts week which was
all about feeling good. We
enjoyed lots of different
activities and lots of people
coming into school.

We also had the excitement of our
end of year trip to the beach!!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
AUTUMN TERM 2019

Monday 2 Sept

Closure for Staff Training

Tuesday 3 Sept

Start of term for pupils/students and nursery

Wednesday 18 Sept

School Photographer

Monday 21 Oct

Curriculum Focus Week – Humanities Faculty

Friday 25 Oct

Harvest Festival 10.30am & refreshments

Friday 25 Oct

Break up for half term at 2.15pm

Monday 4 Nov

Return after half term

Tuesday 5 Nov

Independence Day

Saturday 30 Nov

Christmas Fayre 11.00 am – 2.00pm

Wednesday 4 Dec

Parents Evening 4.00pm – 6.00pm

Thursday 5 Dec

Parents Evening 4.00pm – 6.00pm

Thursday 12 Dec

Christmas Play Performance 10.00am

Friday 13 Dec

Christmas Play Performance 10.00am

Thursday 19 Dec

Christmas Parties

Friday 20 Dec

School Christmas Carol Service – 10.30am

Friday 20 Dec

Last Day of term – 2.15pm

SCHOOL CALENDAR 2019/20
Autumn Term
Term starts
Half-term holiday starts
Half-term holiday finishes
Term ends – finish time 2.15 pm

Tuesday 3 Sept
Monday 28 Oct
Friday 31 Oct
Friday 20 Dec

Spring Term
Term starts
Half-term holiday starts
Half-term holiday finishes
Term ends – finish time 2.15 pm

Monday 6 Jan
Monday 17 Feb
Friday 21 Feb
Friday 3 Apr

Summer Term
Term starts
Half-term holiday starts
Half-term holiday finishes
Term ends – finish time 2.15 pm

Monday 20 April
Monday 25 May
Friday 29 May
Friday 17 July

IMPORTANT: Please note below the following dates when the children are not in school:

++IN SERVICE TRAINING DAYS
Monday 2 Sept 2019
Monday 2 March 2020
Monday 1 June 2020

MAY BANK HOLIDAY
Friday 8 May 2020
SCHOOL DAY
Main school and
FE Unit:

Monday – Thursday 8.50 am – 3.15 pm and Fri 8.50 am – 2.15 pm
Monday – Thursday 9.00 am – 3.15 pm and Fri 8.50 am – 2.15 pm

Nursery:

Morning session: Monday – Friday - 8.50 am – 11.50 am
Afternoon session: Monday – Thursday - 12.50 pm - 3.15 pm

