SPRING 2018 NEWSLETTER
Dear Parents, Carers and Staff,
It has been a good few years since we have seen so much disruption to the Spring Term due to weather conditions. Even now
as we are getting near to the end of March, it is still bitterly cold with some patches of snow still lying on the ground.
The usual events have taken place – the ski trip to Italy which included a number of youngsters going for the first time. They
had a lot of snow there too and that is not always the case! Our thanks go to Ian, Pippa, Charley and Charlotte who all worked
very hard to ensure that the students had a great adventure and came back tired but safe.
No sooner had we welcomed the skiers back, but then it was time for Rock Challenge, this year being held at the O2 in
Southampton, on 19th February. Again we worked collaboratively with the Abbey School on a piece entitled ‘Past Times and
New Beginnings.’ The day started with a long journey to the south coast and was very intensive, culminating with the evening
performance and a number of awards presented.
We were asked to take part in the Farnham Festival this year which showcases local creative talent and we performed the
Rock Challenge piece again at the Farnham Maltings along with the Singing, Signing Choir. The children were fortunate to
meet with the Countess of Wessex again and she remembered a number of faces from her previous visit to the school.
This week we will be holding our annual in-house ‘Ridgeway’s Got Talent’ show. This is always a fun filled morning with
varied acts being performed with enthusiasm and energy. We had three guest judges who commented and scored each
performance and then certificates were presented in different categories. We are hoping to enter a ‘Super Act’, the Singing
Signing Choir and the Ridgeway Tandridge Band to perform at ‘Fearnnehamme’s Got Talent’ at Waverley Abbey School on
26th April.
We have been putting our new meeting room to good use, with various meetings and training events taking place. We have
had Makaton training, a variety of Initial and Annual Review meetings and also an ongoing piece of assessment work that
we are doing on behalf of the Department for Education in collaboration with other schools.
As this goes out the Teachers are planning for Parents Evening where our new caterers will be providing tasters of what they
will have on offer, having spoken with students in other schools using the same provider I have heard tremendous reports of
the food, so hopefully this will be something for the children to celebrate going forward.
On Sunday 1st April we hope to send out further details about the School Uniform, the options for piping in a colour or animal
print of your child’s choice will be included.
Hopefully we will see you for the Easter Service on Thursday, but if not, we would just like to wish you all a very happy
Easter Holiday and look forward to welcoming you back for the Summer Term.
Thank you,

Darryl Morgan

(Headteacher)

Jayne Moore

(Deputy Headteacher)

As you know, The Ridgeway School provides many opportunities for our youngsters to enrich and enhance their onsite learning through the use of Outdoor Education and Off-site Educational Visits. This encompasses residential activities, environmental studies, sports, physical, cultural and adventurous activities. We believe that by providing these
opportunities we are offering our young people a chance to develop self-esteem, help their ability to make decisions,
enable them to develop relationships and to teach them about managing risk for themselves in a structured, organised
environment.
We have a comprehensive policy to underpin our off-site education and to ensure pupil safety and we would be happy
to provide any parent with a copy of the policy. Each visit is carefully risk assessed after the class teacher has made
their own visit prior to the outing and the risk assessment is approved or amended by the Key Stage Manager. If that
visit takes place near to or on deep water then the teacher has to apply for special permission to the school’s Educational Visit Co-Ordinator (Jayne Moore), the Headteacher, the Chair of Governors and finally to Surrey’s Head of
Strategic Risk. This procedure also applies to residential trips or visits overseas.
If you ever have any concerns about a planned trip or activity then the Class Teacher would be pleased to provide you
with a copy of the Risk Assessment.
Equality
The Equality Scheme can be accessed on the school’s website.
If your answers to the following questions give you cause for concern please contact the school:





Are you happy with the service we provide?
Do you feel discriminated against?
Is your child happy a school?
Do you have any suggestions with regard to equality?

Holiday Leave
Parents can be given leave by the Headteacher to take a child on holiday during exceptional circumstances only. Formal requests must be made to the Headteacher by the parent (or person with parental responsibility) with whom the
child normally resides. Parents must outline the exceptional circumstances that may justify taking a child out of school
during term time.
The Headteacher will take into account:








The age of the child
The time of the year proposed
The nature of the holiday
Previous requests and history
Child’s ability to access a holiday environment during a school holiday period
The parents capacity to support their child on holiday during the school holiday period
The views of the class teacher

If the pupil goes on holiday which has not been approved by the School, it will be recorded as an unauthorised
absence.
The Behaviour and Discipline Policy along with other statutory policies are
available on the school website for parents/carers to read or you may request a
paper copy of these policies from the school office if required. Copies may
also be asked for in languages other than English.

Post 16 Transport for 2018/2019
A Note from Hampshire Transport – applicable to Hampshire pupils only
We are aware that at this time of year, schools and colleges begin speaking with parents of students
due to transition in July 2018 about their future options. I would like to take this opportunity to let
you know the procedures for young people moving to the school’s own post 16 unit, who may
require transport. When discussing their options with parents, please let them know that transport is
not automatically set up. This year many parents were not aware of the need to apply and submitted
forms late, this meant we were unable to set up transport in time for the beginning of the autumn
term.
There is a fee for all post 16 transport regardless of which further education option they choose
(College or post 16 unit). All parents will be required to pay the contribution towards transport even
if they are continuing at their current school.
For 2018/19 the fee will be £570 for the entire academic year. If a parent is in receipt of one of the
qualifying benefits then the fee may be waived, details of these are on the application form and our
website (link below).
The new updated forms for Sept 2018 have been uploaded onto the HCC website and the deadline
for applications is the end of May. Applications received after this date will still be processed but we
cannot guarantee that transport will be set up in time for the start of the September term.
School’s own post 16 unit
If a student is moving into your school’s own post-16 unit they will not be required to complete an FE
Transport application form as they are continuing pupils and not changing placement. If they require
transport please indicate on your summer return form (completed by the school), we will write to
those parents separately with details of how to pay.
If parents have any questions about post-16 transport then they are welcome to call a member of the
Transport team. The contact information is listed below. Additional information and a copy of the
application and medical forms can be found on our website
- https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schooltransport/apply.
North

Jenny Tustin

01962 846993

Thank you for all your help and assistance.
Kind Regards

Jenny Tustin
Assistant Transport Officer (SEN) North
01962 846993

jennifer.tustin@hants.gov.uk

The Ridgeway Otter - Olive
I just wanted to give an update on our Otter before it leaves us to be varnished and find its place in along the
Otter walk. Our Otter was designed to be a collaborative piece created by all of the pupils in the school. It is a
design decided upon by staff to ensure the inclusion of every pupil and demonstrate the true sense
of community within the school.
We chose purples, blues and greens as our colour scheme as they reflect both the school colours and hold a
conversation with the colours of water in the River Wey. Some of our more able pupils have created some
illustrations around the theme 'Our School' which will be transferred onto the Otter when all hand prints have
been collected. We wanted the piece to show who we are as a school and demonstrate the fun and vibrant
nature of our school community.
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Lilli-Sophie Wurlitzer in Green class for winning our
naming competition with ‘Olive’!!
Special thanks to B & N Carpets for sponsoring our Otter and giving us the opportunity to work on such an
exciting project. We will keep you up to date with information on when the trail will be up and running and I
hope lots of you will go along to see ‘Olive’ and all the other Otters designed and created by people within our
community.
Please keep an eye on the Herald and Farnham Life magazine as our Otter and some of our pupils will be
making an appearance!
Antonia Gaut (Teacher and Art Curriculum Lead at the Ridgeway School)

Ski Trip 2018 Newsletter
We welcomed 5 new students and 2 members of staff to our Ski
Trip family, and said goodbye to 2 of our group who had been
coming on the trip for the past 5 years.

We had another long journey to reach our destination in Italy, but
our spirits were kept up with the lovely view of the French and
Italian countryside and the excitement of what was to come once
we arrived.

There were some nervous faces on our first day of skiing, but
everyone was looking forward to trying their best on the slopes.

There was some fantastic progress made by all of our students,
with some even managing to ski down the slope unaided! We were
all really impressed by the progress everyone made.

In the evenings, we reflected on our eventful days, and played
games with our friends.

For the Ski Talent Show, we put on a dance number, entertaining
all our peers and staff from the different schools.

We all enjoyed getting our certificates for our amazing skiing
throughout the week.

We are looking forward to next year’s trip, and the fun it will bring!

College Class Newsletter

This term has been quite short and because we have been so busy it seems to have flown by, we can hardly
believe that Easter is almost upon us. We had a brief break from college because of the snow which all the
students seemed to enjoy, then it was back to working hard as always.

Three pupils have taken part in ½ day supported work experience placements this term and really enjoyed the
opportunity.
Jamie went to The Clock House in Milford where he worked in the kitchen cleaning and putting away the
cutlery, crockery and dishes.
Megan worked at the Forest Lodge Restaurant. She cleared tables and made hot drinks using the coffee
machine.
Nathan was at Sue Ryder Charity shop where he priced and sorted the DVDs. He also tidied up and cleaned the
shelves and displays.

Along with work we have had opportunities to take part in fun activities too.
Our students really enjoyed taking part in Richard’s drumming workshop and singing along to his funny songs.

We have been very busy rehearsing this year’s performance for Rock Challenge. We spent most Friday
afternoons and Wednesday mornings meeting up with our friends at the Abbey school to practice our dance.
The first Monday after half term we went to Southampton Guildhall with lots of other schools. It was a very
exciting day and all the students performed fantastically in the evening. We all felt very proud.
We have now started our leaver’s transition visits. Pupils have enjoyed visits to Farnborough College and
Merrist Wood. They also had an opportunity to see some ex-pupils.
From everyone at college we hope you have a happy Easter.

This term A2 have been working very hard on their cutting, spreading
and rolling skills whether it has been making sandwiches, stir fry or
Welsh cakes. The children have really enjoyed practicing their new skills
and tasting the delights they have produced.

We have loved our sensory story this term of Charlie and the Chocolate

Factory. Ummmmmm Chocolate. We have explored the props and really
enjoyed tasting the props too.

Have a fantastic Easter from the A2 team.

Spring Newsletter
C2 enjoyed the French day. We went into the M.I.L.E room
and explored lots of different things. We listened to
French music, wore berets and played the guitar.

We have made lots of spicy rice dishes in Food tech. We
liked smelling, tasting and feeling the different
ingredients.

We went to the drumming workshop to listen to the drums
and joined in playing them.

We went out in the snow before it got too deep!!

C2 have been reading the story about Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory. We have used lots of different sensory
materials.

We hope you have a lovely Easter.
From C2

C1 Newsletter- Spring 2018
C1 have enjoyed welcoming a new student and new staff member to the class, we have been enjoying getting
to know each other. There has been some wonderful communication by all; asking for more of enjoyed activities
and lots of great choice making.
We have been learning about people that help us in the community including dentists and fire fighters, especially
enjoying listening and feeling the chattering teeth, trying on hats and listening to sirens.

We have been exploring different festivals to celebrate New Year, including Chinese New Year, Holi and
Songkran.

Our stories of The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch and Trashy Town have been enjoyed with lots of interesting
sounds on switches and singing being particularly engaging.

During Humanities week, we explored
music and instruments from different
countries and had fun trying on hats and
exploring the French flag colours on
French Day.

We have been busy in sensory development sessions, with lots of feeling different textures in cooking,
horticulture and messy play, as well as developing our social and communication skills.

We have continued to work hard with our physio
programmes and have been trying new equipment
and building up time in equipment we are used to.

S3 Spring Term Newsletter
S3 have been busy working with greater independence in
Food Tech to work together to make different meals.
Some of the meals we have made include: stir fry, and
chilli con carne.

For our recycling, we have been using our planning skills to
read instructions and then independently follow the
instructions to complete the job.

For Independence Day, S3 ran a Hot Tuck Shop and sold
crumpets and popcorn to our customers. We had to ask
each customer for their order, and then prepare the food
for everyone.

In Maths we have been using our investigating skills to
measure weights.

We had fun making cards and decorating biscuits for
Mothers’ Day.

We hope everyone enjoys the Easter holiday, and we look
forward to seeing everyone again in the Summer term.

This Spring term has been very busy and exciting in S2. We’ve been working on using a
lot of our thinking skills and learning to work together well as a class. Our theme has
been ‘Community’ and we have loved finding out who helps us in our community,
recognising key places in our community and learning how we can support others in our
community using our working together skills. Below are three of our favourite activities
from this term.
Humanities Week – During Humanities Week we focused on recycling. We loved sorting
the recycling and inventing ways of carrying our shopping rather than using plastic
bottles. Some of us visited the recycling bins and turned horrible plastic bottles into
beautiful fish.

Community – Our topic this term has been ‘The Community’. We loved shadowing people
in our school community and learning about what they do in their day to help us. These
included the office staff, Kate in the kitchen and Emma and her nursing team. We have
also continued to go to the shop fortnightly to buy our food technology ingredients,
each time we have to remember our list!

Yoga – Whilst some of our class have physio slots, some of us have yoga in the hall. We
have been using our improving skills to develop our flexibility and are using our keep
trying skills to stay calm and still. I think you’ll agree we are starting to look really good!

S1 Spring Newsletter

We have had another busy term in S1. We have been working hard on our balanced
literacy and are becoming more confident readers and writers. Our students take great
pride in completing their homework, looking for pictures and objects associated with
our letter of the week. They then find the correct page in our class alphabet book in
which to stick them.
We enjoyed a very lively and rather noisy drumming workshop and used our listening
skills to listen to and repeat rhythms and chants. We have also been exploring the
keyboards in music as well as creating our own music on the beams player.
Some of our students took part in Global Rock Challenge at Southampton. They had
worked hard on rehearsing and despite it being a long day it was fantastic to see them
rise to the occasion and perform alongside the students from The Abbey School.
In Humanities S1 have been learning about Community. They have been finding out
about the communities they belong to both local and further afield. This included visits
to members of the school community including finding out how our school office is
run. The students helped to sort papers for shredding as well as laminating and seeing
how school lunches are ordered.
S1 have also been swimming at Aldershot this term and as well as working on their
swimming and independence skills, they have shown great maturity in their behaviour
representing our school in our local community.
On our Day of Independence S1 took part in hosting a PECS café alongside students
from Green Class for their parents as well as a rather chilly car washing activity with S2.
On French day S1 attended a French café and enjoyed tasting a variety of French food
as well as ordering their choices in French! There were lots of other activities and S1
also took part in an Eiffel Tower building competition.
As we look forward to our Easter service and the end of term we would like to wish
you all a Happy Easter and a restful break.

Martina and Team

S1 Spring Term 2018

POCKET MONEY
Pocket money for junior and senior school is £2.50 per week. This money goes towards extra materials
for curriculum activities, petrol for our mini-bus and the students’ break-time snacks.
For those who prefer to pay by the half term or term details are given below. Please make cheques
payable to The Ridgeway School.

First half term:

Second half term

Full term:

16 April 2018 – 25 May 2018
6 weeks @ £2.50 per week

£15.00

04 June 2018 – 20 July 2018
7 weeks @ £2.50 per week

£17.50

16 April 2018 – 20 July 2018
13 weeks @ £2.50 per week

£32.50

SCHOOL UNIFORM
The new school uniform will be available to order online after the Easter holidays.
Details on how to access the website will be provided. All orders will come directly
to the school and will be sent home with your child.

SCHOOL LUNCHES

The school is changing caterer from 16th April 2018 and all our food will now be provided by
Innovate and the cost per meal will be £2.30. All parents and carers should now have received
details on how to register, order and pay for meals online directly with Innovate.
All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are still entitled to Universal Free School Meals, however
parents will still need to go online to order your child's choice.
Any pupils on Free School Meals will also need to order their child's meals online, however no payment will be required.
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the office, who will help you
through the process.

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
Children whose parents are in receipt of the following ‘support’ payments will be eligible to receive free school meals:











Universal Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400
Income Support (IS)
Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA)
Support under part V1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
The Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit
Child Tax Credit provided that their annual income is less than £16,190 (as assessed by Her
Majesties Revenue and Customs) and they are not in receipt of Working Tax Credit.
Income Related Employment Support Allowance
Children who receive any of the qualifying benefits listed above in their own right are also
eligible to receive free school meals.
Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax
Credit

If your child currently receives free school meals a letter will be sent out at the start of each academic year with
a form to be completed. It is important that this is returned promptly to ensure that the free entitlement
continues for your child.
However if you are not receiving free school meals at present but qualify for them, please return the slip below
so that a form can be sent home for completion. Free school lunch entitlement can only start once the
completed form has been received and verified.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Child’s name: ………………………………………… Class: ……………………………………………………………………….
Please send me an application form for free school meals
Signed: ………………………………………………… Date: …………………………

This document has been produced in conjunction with the Surrey County Council guidance document – “Young
People’s Health and the Administration of Medicines”
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/learning/teachers-and-education-staff/information-and-guidance-for-teachers-andschools/young-peoples-health-and-the-administration-of-medicines

SPECIAL DIET REQUEST FORM
School

……………………………………………………………………………..

Child’s Name

……………………………………………………………………… Class: ……………………........ Please

specify type of diet requested:
Medical (e.g. Nut/Gluten Allergy)

………………………………………………………………………………..

Religious (e.g. Halal, Hindu)

…………………………………………………....................................... Ethical

(e.g. vegetarian = eats no meat or fish) ……………………………………................................................
Please print specific details. Identify food that the child is / is not allowed to eat.
Non Suitable Foods
Suitable or Substitute Foods

DOES YOUR CHILD HAVE A SIGNIFICANT OR LIFE THREATENING FOOD ALLERGY?
(PLEASE CIRCLE) YES
NO
The following is required for medical diets only and should be copied by the school representative (who signs
below) from the pupil’s Care and Treatment Plan. N.B. This is essential to avoid misinterpretation.
Details: (school to complete)
EMERGENCY PROCEDURES FOR USE OF A
PRELOADED ADRENALIN INJECTION
WHERE IS THE PRELOADED ADRENALIN INJECTION
LOCATED?
ADMINISTERED BY WHOM?
LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR IDENTIFICATION OF
CHILD AGREED AND EMERGENCY PROCEDURE IN
PLACE

Details: (school to complete)

Signature: …………………………………. Print Name: …………………………
Parent
Parent

Date: …………………………

Signature: …………………………………. Print Name: …………………………
School Representative
School Representative

Date: …………………………

Signature: …………………………………. Print Name: …………………………
Unit Caterer
Unit Caterer

Date ………………………….

This form should be held with the child’s Care and Treatment Plan within the school office and a copy
passed to the Surrey Commercial Services Caterer

Updated September 2014

Whilst every effort will be made to meet the requirements identified on this form no liability can be accepted.

Blue class have been working very hard this term as well as having lots of
fun! We really enjoyed Humanities week, French day and our books Owl

Babies and The Gruffalo. We have also been trying to learn one new sign a
week at school and at home.

This has been a fun term for us all in Yellow Class. We have done so many different and exciting things we
don’t know where to start.
We will tell you a bit about our Day of Independence and let you see pictures of our work. We set up a car
washing shop and armed with sponges, buckets of soap and water we set too to make our cars and trikes
sparkling clean again. We think you will agree we have made a good job of it. As you can see we offered a full
valeting service.

Next up on our News Round is an article about our visit from the Nurses. We spent time with the nurses
listening to our heart beats, bandaging each other, putting sticking plasters on various parts of our bodies,
injecting one another and having lots of fun being Doctors and Nurses.

In our R.E. lesson this term we have been learning about the Jewish Religion and part of this was to experience
and celebrate Shabbat. We greeted each other and then shared the traditional Sabbath food that is specially
prepared.

We have had a wonderful day at Bocketts Farm in March. We saw many animals and fed and stroked them.
We watched a pig race which was great fun and we waved flags as they raced around the track. We went on a
tractor ride all the way round the farm, it was very bumpy.

What a wonderful Day we had !

Purple Class
This term Purple class have enjoyed doing many fun activities. We enjoyed making
pancakes and seeing if we could flip them in the pan. Some of us enjoyed eating the
pancakes with sugar and lemon. We have become very good at washing and drying and
tidying the food tech room after our cooking sessions too.

In Geography we have been looking at the communities within our school. We went to
the kitchen to see Kate our cook. She
showed us what she did in the kitchen. The
mixers and pans are so big. Some of us
took it in turns to serve each other
biscuits from the hatch, just like Kate
does.

We also went into the office with Steph and Sandra and we franked letters for them
and let people through the doors.

Emma and Sandra our school nurses came into class and showed us what they do for us.
We had lots of fun bandaging each other. We took each other’s temperatures and
pretended to give each other injections.

During Humanities week
we had a visit from the
school nurses. They told
us about their job and let
us try out some of their
equipment. Some of us
also tried out our acting
skills! It was good fun and
we learnt a lot too.

Green Class Spring newsletter 2018
Green Class have had a wonderful start to the new year. We enjoyed the drumming workshop in
January.

We also enjoyed a week focused on humanities, where we got to investigate the jobs that people do
in our school. We saw Sandra our school nurse.

We also got to see what happens in the school office, we loved doing the laminating.

We celebrated French day with lots of fun games and joined Orange class for a French PECS café.

We had great fun on the tour de France.

We also had our day of independence. We went to a beauty salon.

We invited our parents in for a PECS café.

We also cleaned our cars.

Have a lovely Easter break!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
SUMMER TERM 2018
Monday 16 April

Start of term for Pupils/Students and Nursery

Monday 07 May

May Bank Holiday

Monday 21 May

Curriculum Focus Week – Creative Arts & PE

Friday 25 May

Break up for half term at 2.15 pm

Monday 04 June

Return after half term

Monday 04 June

ASD Training

Friday 08 June

Independence Day

Thursday 05 July

Parents Evening 4.00 – 7.00 pm

Thursday 19 July

Awards Day

Friday 20 July

Leavers Assembly

Friday 20 July

Last day of term - finish at 2.00 pm

SCHOOL CALENDAR 2017/18

Summer Term 2018
Term starts
Half-term holiday starts
Half-term holiday finishes
Term ends – finish time 2.00 pm

Monday 16 April
Monday 28 May
Friday 1 June
Friday 20 July

IMPORTANT: Please note below the following dates when the children are not in school:
MAY BANK HOLIDAY
Monday 7 May 2018

SCHOOL DAY
Main school
FE Unit:

Mon – Thurs 8.50 am – 3.15 pm and Fri 8.50 am – 2.15 pm
Mon – Thurs 9.00 am – 3.15 pm and Fri 8.50 am – 2.15 pm

Nursery:

Morning session: Mon – Fri - 8.50 am – 11.50 am
Afternoon session: Mon – Thurs - 12.50 pm - 3.15 pm

