SPRING NEWSLETTER 2021
Dear Parents, Carers and Staff,
Lighter mornings and evenings and all the signs of Spring are here along with all our hopes for better
times to come. It is all too easy to dwell negatively on the pandemic, but there have been, and
continue to be positives.
It has been great to have almost everyone back in school and have the sense of ‘normality’ this
provides. Staff have been able to get their vaccinations and everyone’s adherence to the risk
assessment practices and national guidelines has made a huge difference in keeping everyone as safe
as possible.
We now have an excellent remote learning offer, something we will continue to provide for the times
when pupils may be unable to attend school, as well as making it a useful resource for parents wishing
to provide activities as part of extended learning, (homework).
Our curriculum development work has also continued with the drive for learning through play
resulting in each class having a ‘play champion’, and this aspect will also be of huge benefit to those
children who have been out of school for so long. It is difficult for children returning, they have to
relearn routines, get used to being part of a group again and manage all the stimulation that a busy
classroom provides, but we are prepared for this. Our ‘Recovery Curriculum’, is built around
supporting pupils as they reintegrate and acclimatise, it will be ok.
It is still too early to review our management and approach to the pandemic, it isn’t over, however
tantalisingly close that end may feel. I do however believe there will be things we take from the last
year and keep. On-line meetings have enabled many more people to attend reviews and parents’
evenings, the contact with families has built stronger relationships and all the health protocols have
certainly minimised any spread of colds and stomach bugs that would otherwise be part of our yearly
battle with illness and absence.
I will be seeking your thoughts on things we could keep. The situation has certainly encouraged
innovation, creativity and forged some stronger working together practices, and I don’t want to lose
these as we start to move out of the pandemic.
Thank you again for all your support and I hope you have a relaxing and enjoyable break over the
Easter Holidays. Staff will continue to test themselves twice weekly over the break and whilst joint
bubbles will remain until at least May Half Term, hopefully we will be able to have more mixing and
contact towards the end of the term.
Thank you, Darryl

FE Class Newsletter –Spring
This term has been very different. We have missed being together as a class but FE pupils have been
keeping safe and working at home.
FE pupils have been working on their life skills such as working in the garden, cooking meals and
helping to refurbish when the family business was closed.

Some pupils have been developing their leisure skills such as drawing, craft, art and snowball
making!

In class we have been doing lots of dancing and lessons that are not part of our usual FE curriculum
like science.

Some pupils took part in being a judge for Ridgeway’s Got Talent. They had lots of fun.

We are looking forward to being together as a class soon.
We hope you have an enjoyable and safe Easter.

A2 Newsletter Spring Term 2021
We have been working very hard this term and have enjoyed our
sensory stories, where we have been using our exploring and
imagining skills in role-play. We have been working hard in Food
Technology using our keep trying skills. We have also had great fun
working on our letters of the week.

Have a lovely Easter. The A2 Team.

S1 Spring Newsletter

We have been so pleased to welcome back more of our students to S1 over the
spring term. It has been a busy, fun filled term and our students have enjoyed
taking part in lots of engaging activities and learning. We have particularly
enjoyed learning about ‘Romeo and Juliet’ and roleplaying some of the scenes.
We have been busy in horticulture looking after our own bed, where the
students have sown lettuces and radishes in preparation for summer salads in
food technology. The students have also planted flowers, beetroot and
cucumber. World Book Day was a highlight of the term and it was fun to dress
up just like ‘Daisy 006 and a Bit’ with moustaches and spy glasses. Our students
have developed lots of planning and independence skills through food technology
and have been able to enjoy trying the resulting products such as Welsh cakes,
bread rolls, Valentine biscuits and flapjacks. In science the students have been
exploring light and shadow as well as the difference between transparent and
opaque. We have been fortunate to have had a spell of mild weather and taken
PE outdoors where they have developed their ball and team building skills. It has
been lovely to see the engagement with our learning platform and how the
students have continued with their learning at home. As ever, thank you for
your support. We are looking forward to a sunny summer term and to welcoming
our trainee teacher Hannah back after her placement at a primary school. We
would like to wish you all a happy and safe Easter and hope that all have a welldeserved break.
Best wishes, Martina & the S1 Team.

POCKET MONEY

Pocket money for junior and senior school is £2.50 per week. This money goes towards extra
materials for curriculum activities, petrol for our mini-bus and the students’ break-time snacks.
For those who prefer to pay by the half term or term details are given below. Online payment
would be preferable via Parentmail
Instructions for paying pocket money via ParentMail
1.
2.
3.
4.

Log in to your Parent Mail account
Select the payments option
At the bottom of the screen select the shop option
Select the pocket money option appropriate for you

If you have any queries please call the School Office 01252 724562 or email annb@ridgeway.co.uk
Erika Lindsey-Clark will contact college student parents directly regarding pocket money after Easter
following a review of summer term activities.

First half term: 19 April 2021 – 28 May 2021
6 weeks @ £2.50 per week
Second half term

Full term:

7 June 2021 – 16 July 2021
6 weeks @ £2.50 per week
19 April 2021 – 16 July 2021
12 weeks @ £2.50 per week

£15.00

£15.00

£30.00

SCHOOL UNIFORM

The new school uniform is compulsory and available to order from Stitch Design online website
www.stitchdesign.co.uk. You will need The Ridgeway School postcode which is GU9 8HB to enable
you to register as a parent. Should you have any queries, please do contact Stitch Design directly
Uniform Requirements - The Ridgeway School uniform is for all pupils in the school from Reception
up to Year 11. FE (Further Education) students are not required to wear uniform. The uniform is
optional for nursery pupils.
Reception to Year 6 – PRIMARY Uniform

Year 7 to Year 11 – SECONDARY Uniform

Uniform:

Uniform:

•
•
•
•

Black skirt/skort
• Black skirt/skort
Black Trousers
• Black Trousers
Pale blue polo shirt with school logo.
• Grey polo shirt with school logo.
Royal blue sweatshirt or cardigan with school
• Black sweatshirt or cardigan with school logo
logo
PE Kit:
• Blue & white checked dress in the summer term
• White T-Shirt (with or without school logo)
PE Kit:
• Black Sports shorts
• White T-Shirt (with or without school logo)
Optional bags:
• Black Sports shorts
• Black PE/swimming bag with logo
Optional bags:
• Black backpack with logo
• Blue swimming bag with logo
• Blue backpack with logo
Other optional items:
Other optional items:
•
•
•

Blue knitted hat with logo
Blue coat (no logo)
Summer cap/legionnaires hat

•
•
•

Black knitted hat with logo
Black coat (no logo)
Summer cap/legionnaires hat

Register and place your order at www.stitchdesign.co.uk
You will need your school’s postcode – GU9 8HB

Place your order before
the
9th and 24th of EVERY
month
When placing an order, you can opt to collect from school at no extra charge,
or have it delivered to an address of your choosing for a delivery fee.

If you are unable to order online please collect an order form from your school
If you have any other problems, then please contact Stitch Design directly
www.stitchdesign.co.uk
online@stitchdesign.co.uk

SCHOOL LUNCHES
Our food is being provided by Innovate and the cost per meal is £2.30 per day for all pupils.
All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are still entitled to Universal Free School Meals, however
parents/carers will still need to register with Innovate online and order their child's choice of meal a week in
advance.
Any pupils on Free School Meals will also need to register with Innovate online and order their child's meals a
week in
advance, however no payment will be required.
Parents will be able to view menu and order meals for September term from now and Innovate will send
reminders via text to all parents who have registered with them before term starts.

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
Children whose parents are in receipt of the following ‘support’ payments will be eligible to receive free school
meals:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Universal Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400
Income Support (IS)
Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA)
Support under part V1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
The Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit
Child Tax Credit provided that their annual income is less than £16,190 (as assessed by Her
Majesties Revenue and Customs) and they are not in receipt of Working Tax Credit.
Income Related Employment Support Allowance
Children who receive any of the qualifying benefits listed above in their own right are also
eligible to receive free school meals.
Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax
Credit

If your child currently receives free school meals a letter will be sent out at the start of each academic year with
a form to be completed. It is important that this is returned promptly to ensure that the free entitlement
continues for your child.
However, if you are not receiving free school meals at present but qualify for them, please return the slip below
so that a form can be sent home for completion. Free school lunch entitlement can only start once the completed
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Child’s name: …………………………………………..……….

Class: ……………………………

Please send me an application form for free school meals
Signed: ………………………………………………… Date: …………………………

Please find below the Innovate leaflet and details on how to register, order and pay for meals online directly
with Innovate for any parents/carers who may wish their child to start school meals in January 2021. If you
have any questions or concerns, please contact Innovate direct by email primary@innovatefood.co.uk or ring
0845 494 0005 for assist

.

White Class Newsletter
White Class have had a fun time exploring, playing and using
our thinking skills to help us learn.

Our theme to start the year was People Who Help Us. We
were Fireman, Cooks, Farmers, Painters and lots more…

We have used our listening skills to explore instruments

We have worked together with adults to cook.

We have enjoyed looking at books together.

But most of all we have had lots of messy fun!

Blue Class Spring newsletter
We were excited to welcome all our friends back to Blue class. We
continue to work and play together; we especially enjoy dancing and
Sarah and Sinead has taught us a few new moves!

We like investigating different objects and use our imaginations to
create amazing things and structures.

As you can see, we are aspiring Doctors and Nurses! We have used
our investigating and questioning skills to find out how different
people help us. Do not worry nobody was really poorly we are also
very good actors and have great imaginations.

We have been doing a lot of learning through play; we especially
enjoy using our exploring and predicting skills. We have learnt how
to make new colours by mixing different colour water together. We
have also experimented with objects that sink and float. We have
made shadow puppets and love manipulating them in the dark

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
SUMMER TERM 2021
Monday 19 April

Start of term for pupils/students and nursery.

Monday 3 May

Bank Holiday

Monday 24th May

Curriculum Focus Week

Friday 28 May

Break up for half term at 2.15pm

Monday 7 June

Children return back after half term break

Friday 11 June

Independence Day

Wednesday 30 June

Parents Evening 4.00pm – 6.00pm

Thursday 1 July

Parents Evening 4.00pm – 6.00pm

Thursday 15 July

Awards Day

Friday 16 July

Leavers Assembly

Friday 16 July

Last Day of term – finish 2.15pm

SCHOOL CALENDAR 2021
Summer Term 2021
Term starts
Half-term holiday starts
Half-term holiday finishes
Term ends – finish time 2.15 pm

Monday 19 April
Monday 31 May
Friday 4 June
Friday 16 July

Winter Term 2021
Term starts
Half-term holiday starts
Half-term holiday finishes
Term ends – finish time 2.15 pm

Thursday 2 September
Monday 25 October
Friday 29 October
Friday 17 December

IMPORTANT: Please note below the following dates when the children are not in school:

++IN SERVICE TRAINING DAYS
Wednesday 1 September
Friday 3 December
MAY BANK HOLIDAY
Monday 3 May 2021
SCHOOL DAY
Main school and
FE Unit:

Monday – Thursday 8.50 am – 3.15 pm and Fri 8.50 am – 2.15 pm
Monday – Thursday 9.00 am – 3.15 pm and Fri 8.50 am – 2.15 pm

Nursery:

Morning session: Monday – Friday - 8.50 am – 11.50 am
Afternoon session: Monday – Thursday - 12.50 pm - 3.15 pm

