AUTUMN/WINTER 2017 NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Friends
As dust settles from the Christmas Fair and the staff room is replete with left over goodies, encouraging much gratifying
grazing of nibbles, that do not quite fit in with the remit of Healthy Schools, we are clearly entering the last weeks of the
Autumn Term and an air of festive anticipation and excitement is building.
A huge thank you to the Friends who arranged a wonderful fair on Saturday 2nd December and it was great to see so many
more people supporting all the hard work and preparation that goes into this event. We were all very grateful for the time
that Father Christmas gave on the day, bringing along one of his elves to help dole out the hats and reindeer food as they
noted down all the wishes for presents that the children shared.
One of this term’s main events has been the completion of the building works to provide us with a new classroom and this is
proving a great space for the children. We will now be looking at a refurbishment for the Nursery playground and we have
all sorts of other plans for use of spaces in the school as well as some fabulous photos we have had done of the classes and
children at work which we will be putting up around school.
Earlier this term you will know that we were contacted by Makaton Charity as they are in the process of up-dating their
website and wanted some fresh, exciting photographs of children using Makaton signs and symbols.
They took some lovely shots so please look out for some familiar faces on their new website at some point in the New Year.
A major decision for us this year has been that relating to the change of hours from Summer Term 2018. This was not an
easy decision, and nor has it been taken lightly, rather it has come about from the very real commitment of staff to provide
the best possible provision for the children with whom they work, and I am very grateful for the support we have received
regarding this.
These are challenging times for everyone and no less so in education. Schools are facing budget cuts in the region of 8% over
the next few years, these in addition to those which have already impacted upon us through increased national insurance and
pension contributions, pay increases and general inflation, none of which have been represented in schools’ budgets. Teacher
recruitment continues to fall and figures show more than 50% of new teachers leaving the profession in their first three years.
I highlight this only to reflect how fortunate we are to have such a committed staff team, despite this backdrop they remain
enthusiastic, motivated and passionate about what they do and as we come to this season in which we celebrate and give
thanks, I would like to do both for all the staff team.
Whatever your plans for celebrating over the Christmas holidays, we hope you have that moment for peaceful reflection and
to know how much we have appreciated the opportunities to work and learn with your children in collaboration with you.
This is of great importance to us and a group of staff, parents and governors will be working together on the Parent Partnership
Award to review our practise and see if there are areas we can develop and improve upon, we will keep you informed.
Thank you, and please accept our very best wishes for a Happy Christmas and peaceful New Year.
Darryl Morgan

Jayne Moore

Headteacher

Deputy Head

As you know, The Ridgeway School provides many opportunities for our youngsters to enrich and enhance their onsite learning through the use of Outdoor Education and Off-site Educational Visits. This encompasses residential activities, environmental studies, sports, physical, cultural and adventurous activities. We believe that by providing these
opportunities we are offering our young people a chance to develop self-esteem, help their ability to make decisions,
enable them to develop relationships and to teach them about managing risk for themselves in a structured, organised
environment.
We have a comprehensive policy to underpin our off-site education and to ensure pupil safety and we would be happy
to provide any parent with a copy of the policy. Each visit is carefully risk assessed after the class teacher has made
their own visit prior to the outing and the risk assessment is approved or amended by the Key Stage Manager. If that
visit takes place near to or on deep water then the teacher has to apply for special permission to the school’s Educational Visit Co-Ordinator (Jayne Moore), the Headteacher, the Chair of Governors and finally to Surrey’s Head of
Strategic Risk. This procedure also applies to residential trips or visits overseas.
If you ever have any concerns about a planned trip or activity then the Class Teacher would be pleased to provide you
with a copy of the Risk Assessment.
Equality
The Equality Scheme can be accessed on the school’s website.
If your answers to the following questions give you cause for concern please contact the school:





Are you happy with the service we provide?
Do you feel discriminated against?
Is your child happy a school?
Do you have any suggestions with regard to equality?

Holiday Leave
Parents can be given leave by the Headteacher to take a child on holiday during exceptional circumstances only. Formal requests must be made to the Headteacher by the parent (or person with parental responsibility) with whom the
child normally resides. Parents must outline the exceptional circumstances that may justify taking a child out of school
during term time.
The Headteacher will take into account:








The age of the child
The time of the year proposed
The nature of the holiday
Previous requests and history
Child’s ability to access a holiday environment during a school holiday period
The parents capacity to support their child on holiday during the school holiday period
The views of the class teacher

If the pupil goes on holiday which has not been approved by the School, it will be recorded as an unauthorised
absence.
The Behaviour and Discipline Policy along with other statutory policies are
available on the school website for parents/carers to read or you may request a
paper copy of these policies from the school office if required. Copies may
also be asked for in languages other than English.

Nurses Update
Sandra Newton has now been in post for over a term and is very happy and settled in
to her new role and we would like to welcome Linda Pink as our Health Care
Assistant.
The Nursing team would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas and New Year
Emma, Sandra and Linda

College Class Newsletter
Everyone at college has been very busy this term. In September we welcomed four new students who have
settled into our routine which involves lots of going out and about in the community.
Some of our students have been planning their meal, shopping for ingredients, managing money, preparing
their lunch and tidying up.

Meanwhile other students have been practicing making simple snacks independently.

Students have been working hard to get our newspapers out and delivered by Thursday, in all weathers.

Lots of students have been taking part in a supported work experience placement.

Kathryn has been working in Sue Ryder, tidying
and cleaning the toys, shoes and bags. She has
also had a go at arranging the clothes rails in
size order and even dressed a mannequin.

Luke has been working in Forest Lodge café,
clearing and cleaning the tables and also
making and serving drinks.

Charlie, James and Nathan have been busy in the garden at Woodlarks doing general maintenance such as
weeding, sweeping leaves, cutting back bushes and collecting fallen apples.
All our work experience placements this term have been really successful.

From everyone at college we hope you have a very merry Christmas and a happy 2018.

A2 Newsletter
A2 have had a busy term and we've particularly enjoyed the sensory stories of George's Marvellous Medicine
(we made some fantastic potions) and the BFG.

Numeracy

Independent work

Literacy
A1 News..

Intensive
interaction

Sensory mark
making

Write dance

C1 Newsletter
This term C1 had lots of fun exploring and settling into our new class. We have enjoyed our sensory
stories, particularly Biscuit Bear and Monster Love Underpants.
We have explored different smells and textures in cooking and horticulture.

In PSHE we have been thinking about things that make us happy and sharing this with everyone.

We have been making marks in art and sensory development.

We have been making choices in music for our instruments and have enjoyed listening to their
different sounds; the drum has been a particular favourite of ours.

We have enjoyed looking at the lights and developing our communication by asking for more or to
finish.

We enjoyed a visit from a ‘living Nativity’ and got to stroke some animals, as well as our trip to see
Father Christmas.

S3 Autumn Newsletter
In Food Technology this term, S3 have been learning to plan a breakfast snack then
follow their method to make scrambled eggs, toast with jam or honey and crunchy
fruity cereal.

During R.E. we have been exploring different ways of worship, and imagining what it is
like to be a Buddhist, setting up our own Buddhist shrine and meditating.

In Science we have been looking at forces and motion. We experienced push/ pull
forces on objects, felt the force of resistance and made our own parachutes to see
how quickly they would drop to the floor.

This term we set up our own Tuck shop to learn to use planning and working together
thinking skills. We have been taking turns at the different shop stations to practice
asking customers what they would like and telling them the cost of the items we sell.
After the shop closes and all our hard work is finished, we practice using money skills
to buy our own tuck items.

We have also been busy practicing the 14-19 years Christmas production and White
Christmas song for the carol service in church. We hope you have all have tickets to
come and see the show.
S3 would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year!

This Autumn term has been very busy and exciting in S2. We’ve been working on using a
lot of our thinking skills and learning to work together well as a class. Our theme has
been ‘Toys and Games’ and we have loved exploring different musical activities, coastal
features, The Olympic games and are becoming superb scientists. Below are three of
our favourite activities from this term.
Science – In Science we have been focusing on scientific enquiry. We have been making
predictions, recording our results and using our collecting skills to gather the equipment
we need to carry out a fair test. Some of our favourite experiments included; dancing
fruit, exploding colours and making individual lava lamps.

Food Technology – In food technology we have been developing our independence skills
and have made all sorts of exciting dishes including; curries, soups and salads. We have
focused on using our improving and reviewing skills to adapt our recipes to make them
even better the following week.

Art – Whilst some of our class visit Alton College for their art lesson, some of us stay
at school and develop our independence skills and exploratory skills. At college we love
to order our lunch in the canteen and often have a conversation first about what we
might choose to eat each Thursday morning. At school we have explored tie dye, forms
of printing and batik.

S1 Class

We have had a busy and fun autumn term in S1. Our students have worked
very hard and they have proven to have a great sense of humour as well as
being very kind towards each other. We have enjoyed visiting productions
such as Treasure Island which we have been working on in literature and
the Aladdin pantomime. Maths focus week was fun and we enjoyed taking
part in active maths challenges. In food technology we have continued to
develop our independence skills, making delicious snacks such as open
sandwiches, sushi sandwiches and soups. We are getting very good at
evaluating our work and planning the next step. In science we have enjoyed
carrying out different experiments. For Day of Independence we worked on
developing our listening skills and had to try really hard in listening to
instructions and completing a task. Our students in S1 all take part in
singing signing choir and really enjoy signing and performing some old
familiar as well as some new songs. They are all also enjoying Tandridge
band and learning to play an instrument. We are all involved in rehearsing
for the forthcoming Christmas production. The staff and students from S1
would like to wish you a very Happy Christmas.

Martina & team.

S1 Autumn Term 2017

POCKET MONEY
Pocket money for junior and senior school is £2.50 per week. This money goes towards extra materials
for curriculum activities, petrol for our mini-bus and the students’ break-time snacks.
For those who prefer to pay by the half term or term details are given below.
payable to The Ridgeway School.

First half term:

Second half term

Full term:

04 January 2018 – 09 February 2018
5 weeks @ £2.50 per week

£12.50

19 February 2018 – 29 March 2018
6 weeks @ £2.50 per week

£15.00

04 January 2018 – 29 March 2018
11 weeks @ £2.50 per week

£27.50

Please make cheques

Food News
The School lunches provided by our caterer, Kate and Avis, have been awarded a ‘Gold’ Food for Life Served
Here award by the Soil Association. The award recognises our dedication to providing meals that not only
meet the national School Food Standards, but that are also fresh, local and honest.
You can find out more about the award here: www.foodforlife.org.uk/servedhere and win educational food
prizes for our school by searching the online school food map here. Please do take a look and learn more
about the quality of meals on offer at lunchtime across the country and help us to win these fantastic prizes.

SCHOOL LUNCH MONEY
The cost of a school lunch will be: £2.25 per day, £11.25 per week for pupils in year 3 upwards and £2.30
per day, £11.50 per week for a secondary meal i.e. pupils in year 7 and upwards. All pupils in reception
and years 1 and 2 will now be entitled to free school meals.
We would like to emphasise that Surrey County Council have now advised us that school meals should not be
provided without upfront payment and that all schools should now adopt the policy that ensures all meals must be
paid for in advance. If you wish to pay for the half or full term details are given below:
First half term:

04 January 2018 – 09 February 2018
£60.75– Primary meal
(27 days)
£62.10– Secondary meal
(27 days)

Second half term:

19 February 2018 – 29 March 2018
£65.25 – Primary meal
(29 days)
£66.70– Secondary meal
(29 days)

Full term:

04 January 2018 – 29 March 2018
£126.00 – Primary meal
(56 days)
£128.80– Secondary meal
(56 days)

Lunch money cheques should be made payable to Surrey County Council.
Online lunch payments can be made through your ParentMail account– please ask the office for further
details.
FREE SCHOOL MEALS
Children whose parents are in receipt of the following ‘support’ payments will be eligible to receive free school meals:









Income Support (IS)
Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA)
Support under part V1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
The Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit
Child Tax Credit provided that their annual income is less than £16,190 (as assessed by Her
Majesties Revenue and Customs) and they are not in receipt of Working Tax Credit.
Income Related Employment Support Allowance
Children who receive any of the qualifying benefits listed above in their own right are also
eligible to receive free school meals.

If your child currently receives free school meals a letter will be sent out at the start of each academic year with
a form to be completed. It is important that this is returned promptly to ensure that the free entitlement
continues for your child.
However if you are not receiving free school meals at present but qualify for them, please return the slip below
so that a form can be sent home for completion. Free school lunch entitlement can only start once the
completed form has been received and verified.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Child’s name: ………………………………………… Class: ……………………………………………………………………….
Please send me an application form for free school meals
Signed: ………………………………………………… Date: …………………………

This document has been produced in conjunction with the Surrey County Council guidance document – “Young
People’s Health and the Administration of Medicines”
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/learning/teachers-and-education-staff/information-and-guidance-for-teachers-andschools/young-peoples-health-and-the-administration-of-medicines

SPECIAL DIET REQUEST FORM
School

……………………………………………………………………………..

Child’s Name

……………………………………………………………………… Class: ……………………........ Please

specify type of diet requested:
Medical (e.g. Nut/Gluten Allergy)

………………………………………………………………………………..

Religious (e.g. Halal, Hindu)

…………………………………………………....................................... Ethical

(e.g. vegetarian = eats no meat or fish) ……………………………………................................................
Please print specific details. Identify food that the child is / is not allowed to eat.
Non Suitable Foods
Suitable or Substitute Foods

DOES YOUR CHILD HAVE A SIGNIFICANT OR LIFE THREATENING FOOD ALLERGY?
(PLEASE CIRCLE) YES
NO
The following is required for medical diets only and should be copied by the school representative (who signs
below) from the pupil’s Care and Treatment Plan. N.B. This is essential to avoid misinterpretation.
Details: (school to complete)
EMERGENCY PROCEDURES FOR USE OF A
PRELOADED ADRENALIN INJECTION
WHERE IS THE PRELOADED ADRENALIN INJECTION
LOCATED?
ADMINISTERED BY WHOM?
LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR IDENTIFICATION OF
CHILD AGREED AND EMERGENCY PROCEDURE IN
PLACE

Details: (school to complete)

Signature: …………………………………. Print Name: …………………………
Parent
Parent

Date: …………………………

Signature: …………………………………. Print Name: …………………………
School Representative
School Representative

Date: …………………………

Signature: …………………………………. Print Name: …………………………
Unit Caterer
Unit Caterer

Date ………………………….

This form should be held with the child’s Care and Treatment Plan within the school office and a copy
passed to the Surrey Commercial Services Caterer

Updated September 2014

Whilst every effort will be made to meet the requirements identified on this form no liability can be accepted.

Children in Need Day
Friday 17th November 2017

Kate and Avice our school caterers made some fabulous Pudsey Bears for our children.

White Class News

Cooking

Playing together

Exploring

Working together

Looking

Sensory

Blue class have been having lots of fun this
term, getting to know new friends and
exploring our new classroom. We have been
involved in lots of events across the school
including bread making and Christmas cake
baking as well as going to see the Reindeer
on our first class trip and having a living
nativity come in and see us! We have
become Witches for ‘Room on the Broom’
in English and transformed into Elves,
Father Christmas and Mrs Claus for our
school play, so much fun! We hope
everyone has a nice break and wish you all
a happy new year.

We had great fun visiting Father Christmas and his Reindeers this year.
Father Christmas let us sit in his sleigh and he asked us what we wanted for
Christmas. He then gave us a small present to play with until Christmas Day.
We were allowed to feed the Reindeer some bread as they were hungry.

This term we have been visiting lots of different cities in different countries
around the world in our geography lesson. We have been doing a story
called Emma Jane’s Aeroplane. In the story we fly off to a new destination
every day. London, Paris, Venice, New York. We collect a new friend on the
way and sample the food from that country. We buy a ticket and board the
aeroplane, watch the inflight safety video and take off. Its great fun flying
over the cities.

In Yellow class as part of our Day of Independence we decided to perfect
our teeth cleaning. After a story about teeth and how to clean them we
watched a video. Then we cleaned our own teeth. We used a mirror to help
us see what we were doing.

Purple Class

Purple Class have really enjoyed being scientists this term. They
have been learning about the three States of Matter, gas, liquids
and solids. They have enjoyed all the experiments and finding out
what happens.

In Geography we have been going
on an adventure around the world
to different cities in Emma Jane’s aeroplane. We have visited
London, where we had tea and biscuits with
the Queen. Next we flew to Paris and circled the Eiffel Tower and
ate croissants. We jumped back on our aeroplane to Venice and
enjoyed Spaghetti on our gondola. Finally, we made our
transatlantic flight to see the big lights of New York City where we
met Mr Pigeon for a tour.

This term we have learnt something new using our Balanced
Literacy Approach. We have formed and written our own
sentences and learnt several different words each week. We now
know what a full stop is and a Capital letter. We have had much fun
in this lesson and have become very enthusiastic writers.

This term Orange class have been very busy. They have
designed a fantasy playground, learnt about inventions
and explored stories in the bible as well as doing lots of
hand writing, maths and art.

At the end of term, after all that hard work the
children had a well-deserved visit to see Father
Christmas and his reindeer.

Green class have had a wonderful first term. We have taken part in some
wonderful things. For the last few weeks we have been getting into the
Christmas spirt with all kinds of things.
We started getting ready for Advent by making wreaths.

We made Advent promises.

We have done lots of yummy Christmas baking. Making Christmas cakes
and mince pies.

We also got to meet a very special man.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
SPRING TERM 2018
Thursday 04 January

Start of term for Pupils/Students and Nursery

Monday 05 February

Curriculum Focus Week – Humanities Faculty

Monday 05 February

Behaviour Training

Friday 09 February

Break up for half term at 3.15 pm

Monday 19 February

Return after half term

Friday 23 February

Independence Day

Monday 05 March

Closure for Staff Training

Tuesday 06 March

Closure for Staff Training

Tuesday 20 March

Parents Evening 4.00 – 6.00 pm

Thursday 29 March

Easter Service 10.30 am

Thursday 29 March

Break up for Easter Holidays at 2.00 pm

SCHOOL CALENDAR 2017/18

Spring Term 2018
Term starts
Half term holiday starts
Half term holiday finishes
Term ends – finish time 2.00 pm

Thursday 4 January
Monday 12 February
Friday 16 February
Thursday 29 March

Summer Term 2018
Term starts
Half-term holiday starts
Half-term holiday finishes
Term ends – finish time 2.00 pm

Monday 16 April
Monday 28 May
Friday 1 June
Friday 20 July

IMPORTANT: Please note below the following dates when the children are not in school:
IN SERVICE TRAINING DAYS
Monday 5 March 2018
Tuesday 6 March 2018
MAY BANK HOLIDAY
Monday 7 May 2018
SCHOOL DAY
Main school
FE Unit:

8.50 am – 3.15 pm
9.00 am – 3.15 pm

Nursery:

Morning session: 8.50 am – 11.50 am
Afternoon session: 12.50 pm – 3.15 pm

