
Welcome to the Safe 
This issue we are focusing on knife crime and internet safety for parents 
and carers of children with learning disabilities and autism. 
This publication aims to provide all practitioners and stakeholders with up-
to-date information in order to keep our children safe.  If there are any 
topics you would like us to cover in future editions, please email your ideas 
to dsl@weydonschool.surrey.sch.uk 

WMAT Safeguarding Team
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Special points of 
interest: 

For the year previous to 
September 2018 there 
were 65 offences using 
a knife or sharp 
instrument in Surrey, a 
35 per cent increase on 
the figure in 2017, but it 
also shows no change in 
the number of offences 
recorded seven years 
ago. 

There are certain knives 
that are banned in the 
UK meaning you could 
be arrested and charged 
simply for owning one, 
even if you do not take 
it out in public. These 
include; flick knives, 
butterfly knives, 
disguised knives, sword-
sticks and gravity 
knives.  

If you are aged between 
12 and 17 years and are 
caught twice with a 
knife, you are likely to 
face at least a 4 months 
detention and training 
order.  

A recent Ofcom report 
found that 82% of 5-7 
year olds spend around 
9 1/2 hours a week 
online. This figure rises 
to 99% of 12-15 year 
olds who spend around 
20 1/2 hours a week 
online. 
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Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)  
CAMHS in Surrey promotes emotional wellbeing and 
delivers preventative mental health services and 
treatment to children with mental health problems. 
CAMHS is a partnership between Surrey County Council, 
Surrey and Borders Partnership NHS Foundation Trust and 
voluntary organisations. It supports teachers, youth 
workers and people working with children by offering 
them advice and training on how to spot mental health 
difficulties.  
  

CAMHS also offers advice to children, parents, and carers on what can be done by way of early 
interventions to prevent emotional difficulties developing as well as providing assessments and 
therapeutic interventions when children are experiencing mental problems.  
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FIND INFORMATION AND SUPPORT IN YOUR COMMUNITY 
There are thousands of organisations and services in Surrey that can help children and families in your 
community. To help you find what you need, the Family Information Service (FIS) offers an online 
directory with a comprehensive collection of services, including events and activities. You can also 
access information and guidance about how to stay healthy and safe, financial support, learning and 
development and lots more by visiting surreycc.gov.uk/fis. 

If you prefer, the FIS is also easy to contact in the following 
ways: 

‣Complete an online enquiry form 
‣Phone 0300 200 1004 
‣Email surrey.fis@surreycc.gov.uk

http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/fis
mailto:surrey.fis@surreycc.gov.uk
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/fis
mailto:surrey.fis@surreycc.gov.uk
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KNIFE CRIME 
Sources of information: EagleRadio, fearless.org, knifefree.co.uk, childline 

WHAT IS IS KNIFE CRIME? 
Knife crime is when someone is stabbed. It is also illegal to: 

• carry a knife 

• threaten someone with a knife 

• commit a crime with the use of a weapon - like a robbery 

• commit a crime by pretending you have a real knife. 

In general, Surrey has low crime rates compared to many other places in the country. However, like 
many other parts of the country, there is an increasing number of young people carrying knives. 

THE EFFECTS OF KNIFE CRIME  
fearless.org 

Social 
Reports of stabbings in the news increase the fear and worry in the community. Some young people 
may feel that if other young people are carrying knives, they should be doing the same and carrying a 
knife for protection. More knives on the street only leads to one outcome – more people getting hurt. 

Physical 
If you are stabbed the wound and trauma to the body could tragically result in death. Although some 
people believe there are ‘safe’ areas of the body to stab this isn’t true. You have arteries which carry 
your precious blood all over your body. So a stab wound in the legs and arms should be treated as 
seriously as those in the neck or chest. 

If you are stabbed and survive you could still experience long term physical effects. If you look at a stab 
wound it is usually a short wound on the surface of the skin - but very deep in your body, this will of 
course vary depending on the type of weapon used. This type of internal wound means that the 
affected area may be prone to infection and as a result never heal properly. 

Ask yourself a question - Will the person who stabbed you have made sure their knife was clean and 
bacteria free? Not very nice but hopefully you get the idea. 
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Knife crime includes any crimes that 
involve the use of a sharpened 

weapon or blade. It is illegal to sell 
or buy a knife to anyone who is 

under 18yrs old.

If you carry a weapon, you are more likely to: 
✴ be attacked or threatened by other gangs who use weapons 
✴ be arrested by the police 
✴ kill or injure yourself badly with your weapon 
✴ hurt or kill others with your weapon 
✴ hurt innocent people if a fight happens 
✴ be charged with murder through joint enterprise if you're at a place where 

someone is killed, even if you weren't carrying the weapon.

http://www.stoptheguns.org/knowthefacts2.html
http://fearless.org
http://www.stoptheguns.org/knowthefacts2.html
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Physiological 
➡As a victim. If you survive being stabbed you will have still have experienced major trauma to your 

body. It is likely to take you a long time to heal. You might find it difficult going out on your own as 
you are frightened you might be attacked again. You survived and experienced a nasty crime and 
you may have bad dreams reliving what happened to you. It is likely to have an impact on your family 
and friends who will be worried for you. If you have been a victim of a crime please visit Victim 
Support for help and support. 

➡As the offender. If you really had the intention to stab and kill someone you may feel happy when you 
find out your victim has died. In reality this is not often the case. How do you think you will really feel? 
How will your family feel about what you have done? You are very likely to get caught, so will face a 
long time in prison. Are you ready and prepared to do this? These may be questions that you will 
have to answer if you do get charged with murder. Only you know the right answers. 

Knife crime includes any crimes that involve the use of a 
sharpened weapon, blade or offensive weapon. The way 
these types of weapons can be used means there are a 
number of different types of knife crime.  

There are also certain knives that are banned in the UK 
meaning you could be arrested and charged simply for 

owning one. These include; flick knives, butterfly knives, disguised knives, sword-sticks and gravity 
knives. 

Two strikes rule. If you have been caught before with a knife, you could risk a more severe punishment 
if you are caught again. In a new law that was passed on July 17th 2015, if you are aged between 12 
and 17 years and are caught twice with a knife, you are likely to face at least a 4 months detention and 
training order.   
 
Knives are the most common weapons used in the killings of young people and if someone is injured 
or killed in your presence you could be sent to prison for 
 murder or attempted murder under 'joint enterprise'. 

ADVICE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
Childline.org.uk 

You may feel pressure from other people at school. You 
might want to be in a gang. 

You might feel like you have to protect yourself. But carrying a knife is dangerous for you and other 
people. 

It has been proven that if you carry a knife or weapon you are more likely to be targeted by people 
who want to hurt you, and more likely to be injured or even die because of this. 

You shouldn't ever have to feel scared. 

If you feel like you're in danger or are worried, you can call Childline on 0800 1111.  

If you feel that it's an emergency you can call the police on 999 and they should help you. 
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Carrying a weapon to protect yourself is still 
a crime in the eyes of the law and in fact you 
are much more likely to become a victim of 
knife crime if you carry one. Possession of a 
knife can carry a prison sentence of up to 4 

years even if it's not used.

Knives are the most common weapons used 
in the killings of young people and if 

someone is injured or killed in your presence 
you could be sent to prison for murder or 

attempted murder under 'joint enterprise'.

https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/help-and-support/get-help
https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/help-and-support/get-help
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YOU CAN DOWNLOAD THE GUIDE HERE 
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http://upload.reactcdn.co.uk/weydon/uploads/document/2_1719_internet-safety-2019-low-res.pdf
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WMAT SAFEGUARDING TEAM 
Weydon School If you are concerned about any child please contact us on: 01252 725 052 

Ms Samantha Cox  

Assistant Principal and Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Mrs Amy Lee   

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Farnham Heath End School If you are concerned about any child please contact us on: 01252 733 371 

Mr Stuart Maginnis 

Principal and Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Mrs Debbie Deans  

Assistant Head of Year 11 and Deputy DSL 

Woolmer Hill School If you are concerned about any child please contact us on: 01428 654 055 
Mr Peter Barraud  

Deputy Headteacher and Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Mr Chris Steels 

Attendance/Progress Intervention Lead and Deputy DSL 

The Ridgeway School If you are concerned about any child please contact us on: 01252 724 562 
Mrs Jayne Moore 

Deputy Headteacher, Head of Secondary and DSL  

Mr Darryl Morgan 

Headteacher and Deputy DSL 

The Abbey School If you are concerned about any child please contact us on: 01252 725 059 
Miss Rachel Barkess 

Assistant Headteacher and Designated Safeguarding Lead 
 

Mr David Jackson  

Headteacher and  Deputy DSL
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